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Oberammergau, passion play 2020 & the Habsburgs

Reading List
The Grand Strategy of the Habsburg Empire
by A. Wess Mitchell
The Habsburg Empire’s grand strategy for outmaneuvering and outlasting stronger rivals in a
complicated geopolitical world The Empire of Habsburg Austria faced more enemies than any
other European great power. Flanked on four sides by rivals, it possessed few of the advantages
that explain successful empires. Its army was not renowned for offensive prowess, its finances
were often shaky, and its populace was fragmented into more than a dozen ethnicities. Yet
somehow Austria endured, outlasting Ottoman sieges, Frederick the Great, and Napoleon.
The Grand Strategy of the Habsburg Empire tells the story of how this cash-strapped, polyglot
empire survived for centuries in Europe's most dangerous neighborhood without succumbing to
the pressures of multisided warfare. Taking readers from the War of the Spanish Succession in
the early 1700s to the Austro-Prussian War of 1866, A. Wess Mitchell argues that the Habsburgs
succeeded not through offensive military power or great wealth but by developing strategies
that manipulated the element of time in geopolitical competition. Unable to fight all their
enemies at once, the Habsburgs learned to use the limited tools at their disposal―terrain,
technology, and treaty allies―to sequence and stagger their conflicts, drive down the costs of
empire, and concentrate scarce resources against the greatest threat of the moment. Rarely
holding a grudge after war, they played the "long game" in geopolitics, corralling friend and foe
alike into voluntarily managing the empire's lengthy frontiers and extending a benign hegemony
across the turbulent lands of middle Europe. A study in adaptive statecraft, The Grand Strategy
of the Habsburg Empire offers lessons on how to navigate a messy geopolitical map, stand firm
without the advantage of military predominance, and prevail against multiple rivals.

The Habsburg Empire: A New History
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by Pieter M. Judson
This panoramic reappraisal shows why the Habsburg Empire mattered for so long to so many
Central Europeans across divides of language, religion, and region. Pieter Judson shows that
creative government—and intractable problems the far-flung empire could not solve—left an
enduring imprint on successor states. Its lessons are no less important today.

Eavesdropping in Oberammergau
by Hilary Salk
Eavesdropping in Oberammergau presents the lives of two families--a Jewish-American military
family and a German family--plus a character derived from a true story who meet in
Oberammergau, Germany, in the years immediately following World War II. The novel knits
together the friendship between the families' eleven-year- old daughters, the eavesdropping
Alison and Trudy, and Stefan Hirsch, the novel's hero. Oberammergau is no ordinary Bavarian
village--it is the home of the world-famous Passion Play, drawing millions of visitors to view the
drama of the last days of Jesus. Generations of the townspeople have been transforming
themselves into the saints and villains of the Biblical story every ten years for four centuries.
Author Hilary Salk has fictionalized her experience of living in Oberammergau, the only child of a
Jewish American military officer, to impart the reality of life in this village full of make-believe.
Fifty years after she attended The Passion Play in 1950, Salk learned about the efforts by Jewish
organizations to counteract the blatant anti-Semitism in The Play, and its links to Nazi hatred.
Her research also led her to discover the story of a man that became the inspiration for her
novel. Renamed Stefan Hirsch in her book, Salk created a past, present, and future based on
these bare truths about his real-life counterpart:
He was born a Jew in Munich.
He came to Oberammergau as a Catholic convert in the 1930s, and lived there until attacked
on Kristallnacht in 1938, when he was taken to Dachau Concentration Camp.
He was eventually released from Dachau, and lived in England for the remainder of the war.
After the war, he returned to Oberammergau. The question is why. Salk's wonderful book
answers that question, and relates how Hirsch's return transformed the lives of Alison and
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Trudy.

The Passion Play of Oberammergau Translated from the German Text (Classic Reprint)
by Montrose Jonas Moses

Oberammergau: The Troubling Story of the World's Most Famous Passion Play
by James Shapiro
The Bavarian village of Oberammergau has staged the trial, crucifixion, and resurrection of
Christ nearly every decade since 1634. Each production of the Passion Play attracts hundreds of
thousands, many drawn by the spiritual benefits it promises. Yet Hitler called it a convincing
portrayal of the menace of Jewry, and in 1970 a group of international luminaries boycotted the
play for its anti-Semitism. As the production for the year 2000 drew near, James Shapiro was
there to document the newest wave of obstacles that faced the determined Bavarian villagers.
Erudite and judicious, Oberammergau is a fascinating and important look at the unpredictable
and sometimes tragic relationship between art and society, belief and tolerance, religion and
politics.obwe

Every Pilgrim's Guide to Oberammergau and Its Passion Play
by Michael Counsell
This illustrated pocket sized guide and companion includes: the history and background of the
Oberammergau Passion Play, a scene by scene description with relevant Bible readings, a
complete travel guide to Oberammergau and places of interest nearby, practical tips for
travelling in Germany, a simple language guide, maps and a street plan, colour sections and
b/w photographs throughout.
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