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Gardens of Ireland Small Group Tour

Reading List
Ireland: The Autobiography: One Hundred Years of Irish Life, Told by Its People
by John Bowman
Over the past hundred years, Ireland has undergone profound political, social and cultural
changes. But one thing that has not changed is the Irish genius for observation and storytelling,
invective and self-scrutiny. Ireland: The Autobiography draws upon this genius to create a
portrait of a century of Irish life through the words of the people who lived it. Broadcaster and
historian John Bowman has mined archives, diaries and memoirs to create a remarkably varied
and delightfully readable mosaic of voices and perspectives. Ireland: The Autobiography is a
brilliantly selected, wide-ranging and engrossing take on the last century of Irish life. It gives us
a portrait of Ireland unlike anything we've read before. 'Absorbing and illuminating ... John
Bowman has selected a range of accounts of Irish life that do justice to what happened, what it
felt like, and the personal and societal experiences alongside the "official" version.' Diarmaid
Ferriter, Irish Times 'Very enjoyable' Philip Boucher-Hayes

Modern Ireland 1600-1972
by R. Foster
Masterfully blending narrative and interpretation, and R.F. Foster's Modern Ireland: 1600-1972
looks at how key events in Irish history contributed to the creation of the 'Irish Nation'. 'The most
brilliant and courageous Irish historian of his generation' Colm Tóibín, London Review of Books
'Remarkable ... Foster gives a wise and balanced account of both forces of unity and forces of
diversity ... a master work of scholarship' Bernard Crick, New Statesman 'A tour de force ...
Anyone who really wants to make sense of Ireland and the Irish must read Roy Foster's
magnificent and accessible Modern Ireland' Anthony Clare 'A magnificent book. It supersedes
all other accounts of modern Irish history' Conor Cruise O'Brien, Sunday Times 'Dazzling ... a
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masterly survey not so much of the events of Irish history over the past four centuries as of the
way in which those events acted upon the peoples living in Ireland to produce in our own time
an "Irish Nation" ... a gigantic and distinguished undertaking' Robert Kee, Observer 'A work of
gigantic importance. It is everything that a history book should be. It is beautifully and clearly
written; it seeps wisdom through its every pore; it is full of the most elegant and scholarly
insights; it is magnificently authoritative and confident ... Modern Ireland is quite simply the
single most important book on Irish history written in this generation ... A masterpiece' Kevin
Myers, Irish Times R. F. Foster is Carroll Professor of Irish History at the University of Oxford and
a Fellow of Hertford College, Oxford. His books include Modern Ireland: 1600-1972, Luck and the
Irish and W. B. Yeats: A Life.

Ireland
by Thomas Bartlett
Ireland has rarely been out of the news during the past thirty years. Whether as a war-zone in
which Catholic nationalists and Protestant Unionists struggled for supremacy, a case study in
conflict resolution or an economy that for a time promised to make the Irish among the
wealthiest people on the planet, the two Irelands have truly captured the world's imagination.
Yet single-volume histories of Ireland are rare. Here, Thomas Bartlett, one of the country's
leading historians, sets out a fascinating new history that ranges from prehistory to the present.
Integrating politics, society and culture, he offers an authoritative historical road map that shows
exactly how – and why – Ireland, north and south, arrived at where it is today. This is an
indispensable guide to both the legacies of the past for Ireland's present and to the problems
confronting north and south in the contemporary world.
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