Western Australia tour

Oct 12 2022 to Nov 02 2022

Western Australia small group tour

Western Australia has a rich and varied history, both geologically and
culturally. Odyssey’s twenty-one night tour of the south-west corner of
Australia’s largest state, is designed to provide the active senior with an
introduction to its varied landscape, as well as its long human history.
The senior traveller can expect to be amazed by the beauty of this
ancient land, as we cross vast tracts of land and explore the different
ways the land has been utilised over many thousands of years.

The Nyoongar People arrived in the S-W corner of the state at least
48,000 years ago and successfully adapted to life along the coast as
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well as in the often harsh interior. On this tour for the senior traveller
with an interest in people and history, we will have the opportunity to
learn from the traditional owners of the land much about their long
history, way of life and rich culture. We will also explore the history of
the state after the arrival of Europeans, from the early Dutch explorers
to the French and then British settlement and on through the colonial
period to the present day.

We begin our tour in Perth where we spend four days exploring the city
and the surrounding country. We’'ll tour the historic centre of the city,
visit the Mint Museum, take a boat to Fremantle and tour the colonial
towns of the beautiful Avon Valley. From Perth we’ll head north as far
as The Pinnacles and Cervantes before driving west to Kalgoorlie and
then south to Esperance and Albany. From there we’ll drive back up the
west coast through fabled Margaret River and back to Perth. Local
guides along the way will deepen our knowledge of both Nyoongar and
European history.

This, like all Odyssey Traveller small group tours is limited to 11
people.

Articles about Australia published by
Odyssey Traveller:

e The Kimberley: A Definitive Guide

e Uncovering the Ancient History of Aboriginal Australia

Aboriginal Land Use in the Mallee

Understanding Aboriginal Aquaculture

Mallee and Mulga: Two Iconic and Typically Inland Australian
Plant Communities (By Dr. Sandy Scott).

The Australian Outback: A Definitive Guide

For all the articles Odyssey Traveller has published for mature aged
and senior travellers, click through on this link.
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External articles to assist you on your visit
to Western Australia:

e The Ultimate Guide to Western Australia’s Wildflowers

e Why Western Australia’s Wildflowers are so Unique

Popular National Parks Western Australia

Five of the Best Beaches in Esperance

Western Australia’s Best Beaches

Highlights

1. Discover ancient thrombolites, closely related to life giving
stromatolites, near Cervantes.

2. Tour country with traditional owners at Lake Moore.
3. Admire and learn about Federation architecture in Kalgoorlie.

4. Visit historic National Trust properties in Albany and Margaret
River.

5. Explore Gwalia, a gold rush ghost town, and the the sculptures at
Lake Ballard.

Itinerary

Day 1
Locations: Perth

Overview:

This evening meet with your programme leader and other tour
members at our Perth hotel. Tonight we enjoy a welcome dinner at a
local restaurant.

Accommodation:

Crowne Plaza Perth or equivalent
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Day 2

Locations: Perth
Overview:

This morning we take a guided city tour of historic Perth. Our tour will
include a visit to the new Perth Museum and conclude with a visit to the
Mint Museum. Opened in 1899, the Perth Mint now operates as a
museum offering a glimpse into the history of the discovery of gold in
Western Australia.

The rest of the day you will have free to explore some of the other
attractions of the city. Perhaps you'd like to visit the art gallery or simply
wander along the new waterfront precinct at Elizabeth Quay.

Perth has many grand Victorian buildings, one of these, Government
House, was completed in grand Jacobean Revival style in 1864.
Accommodation:

Crown Plaza

Day 3

Locations: Perth
Overview:

This morning we head out of the city for a tour through the historic Avon
Valley visiting towns such as Beverley, York, Northam and Toodyay.

York, the first European inland town, was established in 1831, and is of
particular interest. Visitors to York can enjoy lovingly preserved
buildings and sites providing charm and character to the town. There
are a couple of fine churches and many other historic buildings such as
the Town Hall which houses the tourist information centre. The York
Residency Museum, Old Gaol & Courthouse and York Motor Museum
are all well worth a visit.

In the afternoon we return to our Perth hotel for the evening.

In the afternoon we return to our Perth hotel for the evening.

Accommodation:

Crowne Plaza
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Day 4

Locations: Perth
Overview:

Today we cruise the Swan River to Fremantle where we take a guided
tour of the historic centre and visit one of the world’s best preserved
examples of a 19th century port streetscape. Fremantle boasts Western
Australia’s largest collection of heritage listed buildings and possesses
a depth of character seldom replicated elsewhere. In the afternoon we
return to Perth by train.

While in Fremantle we’ll visit the WA Shipwrecks Museum to discover
more about the history of the first Europeans to land on our shores. The
museum is recognised as the foremost maritime archaeology museum
in the southern hemisphere.

The Museum is housed in an 1850s-era Commissariat building that has
been restored to its historic glory. Steeped in history, the galleries
house hundreds of relics from ships wrecked along WA's treacherous
coastline, including the original timbers from Batavia (wrecked in 1629),
the de Vlamingh Dish, and also countless artefacts from the Dutch
shipwrecks Zuytdorp, Zeewijk and Vergulde Draeck.

The story of the sinking of the Batavia and its aftermath, told in the
museum, is a particularly gruesome but fascinating one.

The remains of the ship were discovered in the 1970s, recovered and
reconstructed in the museum’s main gallery.

Day 5

Locations: Perth - Woodbridge
Overview:

This morning you have free time to continue your exploration of the city
before we head out in the early afternoon to visit the National Trust
properties of Peninsula Farm followed by the grand Woodbridge
mansion.

Peninsula Farm at Wu?rut Woorat is a place of great historical
importance to the state of Western Australia. It offers us a unique
opportunity to explore the first years of European settlement in Western
Australia and reflect on a landscape offering a tantalising glimpse into
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