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Reading List

Prehistoric Britain (Routledge World Archaeology) 2010
by Timothy Darvill

Britain has been inhabited by humans for over half a million years, during which time there were a
great many changes in lifestyles and in the surrounding landscape. This book, now in its second
edition, examines the development of human societies in Britain from earliest times to the Roman
conquest of AD 43, as revealed by archaeological evidence. Special attention is given to six themes
which are traced through prehistory: subsistence, technology, ritual, trade, society, and population.

Prehistoric Britain begins by introducing the background to prehistoric studies in Britain, presenting it
in terms of the development of interest in the subject and the changes wrought by new techniques
such as radiocarbon dating, and new theories, such as the emphasis on social archaeology. The
central sections trace the development of society from the hunter-gatherer groups of the last Ice Age,
through the adoption of farming, the introduction of metalworking, and on to the rise of highly
organized societies living on the fringes of the mighty Roman Empire in the 1st century AD.
Throughout, emphasis is given to documenting and explaining changes within these prehistoric
communities, and to exploring the regional variations found in Britain. In this way the wealth of
evidence that can be seen in the countryside and in our museums is placed firmly in its proper
context. It concludes with a review of the effects of prehistoric communities on life today.

With over 120 illustrations, this is a unique review of Britain's ancient past as revealed by modern
archaeology. The revisions and updates to Prehistoric Britain ensure that this will continue to be the
most comprehensive and authoritative account of British prehistory for those students and interested
readers studying the subject.

Britain BC: Life in Britain and Ireland Before the Romans
by Francis Pryor

An authoritative and radical rethinking of the history of Ancient Britain and Ancient Ireland, based on
remarkable new archaeological finds.

British history is traditionally regarded as having started with the Roman Conquest. But this is to
ignore half a million years of prehistory that still exert a profound influence. Here Francis Pryor
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examines the great ceremonial landscapes of Ancient Britain and Ireland – Stonehenge, Seahenge,
Avebury and the Bend of the Boyne – as well as the discarded artefacts of day-to-day life, to create
an astonishing portrait of our ancestors.

This major re-revaluation of pre-Roman Britain, made possible in part by aerial photography and
coastal erosion, reveals a much more sophisticated life in Ancient Britain and Ireland than has
previously been supposed.

This edition does not include illustrations.

Iron Age Britain
by Barry Cunliffe

This revised introduction to Britain in the first millennium BC incorporates modifications to a story that
is still controversial. It covers a time of dramatic change in Europe, dominated by the emergence of
Rome as a megastate. In Britain, on the extremity of these developments, it was a period of profound
social and economic change, which saw the end of the prehistoric cycle of the Neolithic and bronze
Ages, and the beginning of a world that was to change little in its essentials until the great voyages of
colonization and trade of the 16th century. The theme of the book is that of social change within an
insular society sitting on the periphery of a world in revolution.

Ancient Wonderings: Journeys Into Prehistoric Britain
by James Canton

Take a journey into our ancient past. Explore a long-lost landscape and gradually discover the minds,
beliefs and cultural practices of those souls who lived on these lands thousands of years before you.

Travelling the length and breadth of Britain, James Canton pursues his obsession with the physical
traces of the ancient world: stone circles, flint arrowheads, sacred stones, gold, and a lost Roman
road. He ponders the features of the natural world that occupied ancient minds: the night sky,
shooting stars, the rising and setting sun. Wandering to the furthest reaches of the islands, he finds
an undeciphered standing stone north of Aberdeen and follows the first footsteps on the edge of a
long-lost Ice Age land in the North Sea.

A History of Ancient Britain
by Neil Oliver
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Continues Neil Oliver's landmark exploration of how our land and its people came to be, which began
with the acclaimed A History of Scotland.

The Last Wolf: The Hidden Springs of Englishness
by Robert Winder

What sort of a place is England? And who are the English? As the United Kingdom turns away from
its European neighbours, and begins to look increasingly disunited at home, it is becoming necessary
to ask what England has that is singular and its own.
It is often assumed that the national identity must be a matter of values and ideas. But in Robert
Winder's brilliantly-written account it is a land built on a lucky set of natural ingredients: the island
setting that made it maritime; the rain that fed the grass that nourished the sheep that provided the
wool, and the wheat fields that provided its cakes and ale. Then came the seams of iron and coal
that made it an industrial giant.
In Bloody Foreigners Robert Winder told the rich story of immigration to Britain. Now, in The Last
Wolf, he spins an English tale. Travelling the country, he looks for its hidden springs not in royal
pageantry or politics, but in landscape and history.
Medieval monks with their flocks of sheep . . . cathedrals built by wool . . . the first shipment of coal to
leave Newcastle . . . marital contests on a village green . . . mock-Tudor supermarkets - the story is
studded with these and other English things.
And it starts by looking at a very important thing England did not have: wolves.
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