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Reading List

Pilgrimage: The Great Pilgrim Routes of Britain and Europe
by Derry Brabbs

Pilgrimage in Europe is thriving on a massive scale. This century the cathedral at Santiago de
Compostela alone has seen 40 times the number of pilgrim visits. Author Derry Brabbs’ previous
book, Roads to Santiago, focused exclusively on the 'camino' through France and Spain to Santiago
de Compostela; Pilgrimage revisits this classic route, and nine other inspirational journeys across
Europe.

The Silver Way: China, Spanish America and the birth of globalisation 1565-1815: Penguin
Specials
by Peter Gordon

Long before London and New York rose to international prominence, a trading route was discovered
between Spanish America and China that ushered in a new era of globalisation. The Ruta de la Plata
or ’Silver Way’ catalysed economic and cultural exchange, built the foundations for the first global
currency and led to the rise of the first ‘world city’. And yet, for all its importance, the Silver Way is too
often neglected in conventional narratives on the birth of globalisation. Gordon and Morales re-
establish its fascinating role in economic and cultural history, with direct consequences for how we
understand China today.

Reconquest and Crusade in Medieval Spain
by Joseph F. O'Callaghan

Drawing from both Christian and Islamic sources, Reconquest and Crusade in Medieval Spain
demonstrates that the clash of arms between Christians and Muslims in the Iberian peninsula that
began in the early eighth century was transformed into a crusade by the papacy during the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries. Successive popes accorded to Christian warriors willing to participate in the
peninsular wars against Islam the same crusading benefits offered to those going to the Holy Land.
Joseph F. O'Callaghan clearly demonstrates that any study of the history of the crusades must take a
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broader view of the Mediterranean to include medieval Spain.

A Concise History of Spain
by William D. Phillips Jr and Carla Rahn Phillips

The rich cultural and political life of Spain has emerged from its complex history, from the diversity of
its peoples, and from continual contact with outside influences. This book traces that history from
prehistoric times to the present, focusing particularly on culture, society, politics, and personalities.
Written in an engaging style, it introduces readers to the key themes that have shaped Spain's
history and culture. These include its varied landscapes and climates; the impact of waves of diverse
human migrations; the importance of its location as a bridge between the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean and Europe and Africa; and religion, particularly militant Catholic Christianity and its
centuries of conflict with Islam and Protestantism, as well as debates over the place of the Church in
modern Spain. Illustrations, maps, and a guide to further reading, major cultural figures, and places
to see, make the history of this fascinating country come alive.

Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through Spain and Its Silent Past
by Giles Tremlett

"Part modern social history, part travelogue, Ghosts of Spain is held together by elegant first-person
prose...an invaluable book...[that] has become something of a bible for those of us extranjeros who
have chosen to live in Spain. A country finally facing its past could scarcely hope for a better, or more
enamored, chronicler of its present."-Sarah Wildman, New York Times Book Review

The appearance, more than sixty years after the Spanish Civil War ended, of mass graves containing
victims of Francisco Franco's death squads finally broke what Spaniards call "the pact of forgetting"-
the unwritten understanding that their recent, painful past was best left unexplored. At this charged
moment, Giles Tremlett embarked on a journey around the country and through its history to discover
why some of Europe's most voluble people have kept silent so long. In elegant and passionate
prose, Tremlett unveils the tinderbox of disagreements that mark the country today. Ghosts of Spain
is a revelatory book about one of Europe's most exciting countries.

The Story of Spain: The Dramatic History of Europe's Most Fascinating Country
by Mark R. Williams
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The book is a popular history of Spain and the Spanish Empire from prehistoric times to the present
day. It provides description and analysis of political, social, economic and cultural events over the
centuries, which together shaped the history of this distinctive country. The book offers 60
illustrations and maps, including 16 pages of color photographs, as well as lists of historic places to
visit at the end of each chapter. There is a dynastic chart, suggested readings, and index.
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