Via de la Plata: Small Group
Walking Tour in the Footsteps
of Pilgrims

May 18 2022 to Jun 06 2022

Via de la Plata Walking Tour

Odyssey offers easy, convenient, and relaxed escorted small group
tours across Spain and beyond. We explore Spain’s natural beauty, its
ancient Roman, and Imperial heritage, its World Heritage Sites, and
world famous cities, all with some truly spectacular scenery along the
way on this walk. This and more is all waiting to be explored on one of
Odyssey’s small group tours of Spain, designed for the senior traveller,
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and led by experienced, and enthusiastic like minded people.

Odyssey Traveller’s Via de la Plata Walking Tour will guide you on an
unforgettable trip through the longest of the pilgrim routes in Spain, an
ancient causeway that has been in use for centuries. This tour
traverses Spain south to north, from the Andalusian capital of Seville to
Leon, weaving through scenic rural countryside, lively cities, and places
of historical significance.

This small group walking tour is rich in history and heritage, stopping in
three towns included in the list of UNESCO Heritage sites—Meérida
(listed in 1993), Caceres (1986), and Salamanca (1988). Seuville, on its
own, has three UNESCO Heritage sites listed in 1987.

Typically we will walk between 5 to 15 kilometres per day, and
explore key places of interest with local guides along “The Silver
Way". This program includes more than 25 admissions and entrances
to places of interest along the way, as well as the services of 11
different local guides who will share their local knowledge and history of
the place visited with you.

Walk “The Silver Way” with our Via de la
Plata Walking Tour

Via de la Plata’s name translates to ‘the Silver Way'or ‘the Silver Route’
and although the walk does follow an old Roman road toward metal
mines in northern Spain, its name has nothing to do with the extraction
or trade of this precious metal. The plata in its name most likely
originates from the Latin platea (wide road) or the Arabic ballatta (road).
It merges with the well-known and well-trodden Camino Frances, the
route that goes across northern Spain from the Pyrenees to Santiago
de Compostela.

Join us in tracing the footsteps of the Romans transporting goods and
metal across the country, the Islamic forces advancing into northern
Spain, and the Spanish taking back their territory during the
Reconquista, returning the route to Christian pilgrims tirelessly making
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their way to the tomb of the apostle Saint James.

Below are some of the tour highlights:

Seville

You can't ask for a better starting point for this journey than Seville.
Founded as the Roman city Hispalis and now the capital of the
Andalusia region, this lively and disarming city is itself a popular tourist
destination. Forming a monumental complex in the heart of Seville are
the UNESCO Heritage sites the Alcazar (fortress) of Seville, now the
oldest royal palace still in use in Europe and the Seville Cathedral (or
the Catedral de Santa Maria de la Sede), the largest Gothic cathedral
in the world.

Just 10 kilometres outside Seville, directly on the route of the Via de la
Plata, lies the ruins of the ancient Roman settlement of Italica, with
beautiful mosaic floors and an impressive and well-preserved Roman
theatre.

Zafra

Zafra sits at the foot of the mountains of the Sierra de Castellar. Zafra is
dominated by two interconnected squares, the Plazas Grande and
Chica, and its 15t century Alcazar, once used by the Dukes of Feria
and now restored and converted into a hotel (the Parador de Turismo).
Zafra shares architectural similarities with Seville, and is often referred
to as “La Sevilla Chica” or “little Seville”.

Mérida

Mérida, the capital of the Extremadura region, was established by the
Romans on the banks of the river at an important junction linking
Salamanca with Italica. Its modern name is derived from its Roman title
“Emerita Augusta”, after the Emperor Augustus. The strong Roman
influences are very apparent in the city, from the bronze sculpture of
Remus and Romulus suckling a wolf to the Roman theatre built for an
audience of 6,000 still standing in this modern city.
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