Small group tour of Australia’s
Kimberley

Aug 25 2022 to Sep 07 2022

Small Group Tour of the Kimberley.

Odyssey Traveller is pleased to announce our new small group tour of
of the Kimberley, Western Australia. Our tours of mature and senior
travellers for couples and solo travellers of up to 12 people leave at the
best times to visit the Kimberley: the dry season, June to September, or
at the end of the wet season in April and May when the landscape is
lush and the gorges — Bell Gorge, Cathedral Gorge — and rivers — Gibb
River, Fitzroy River, and Tunnel Creek — all flow with water. Seeing
masses of water flow in a place where the landscape is dry for most of
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the year is one of the delights of a trip in the Australian outback.

This small group tour of the Kimberley has a minimum participant
requirement of five people per departure of this fifteen-day adventure.
We have scheduled departures, typically commencing in April through
to early November. We do not operate trips to the Kimberley

region during the wet season.

This Odyssey Traveller small group tour is limited to just 10
people.( Other groups are typically 20 +)

What you can expect to experience and see
on atrip in the Kimberley.

Unlike other areas of Outback Australia, the corrosive effect of the wet
season has defined the landscapes, vegetation, and cultures of the
Kimberley. Gorges such as Galvans Gorge and Emma Gorge have
been geologically defined by the impact of water over millennia. The
contrast between wet and dry season influences the native vegetation
of the national park(s) in the Kimberley Region, and the lifestyle of local
Aboriginal communities. On this small group tour of the Kimberley, we
learn about the unique adaptations and management approaches that
have ensured a sustainable occupation for Indigenous Australians for
over 40 000 to 65 000 years. On each of our Kimberley outback tours,
these stories and geological features are a crucial part of our learning
and exploration of the region. The remote location of the Kimberley has
given it a long history of Aboriginal civilisations to learn about, long
separated from European and Asian cultures (with the exception of the
Portuguese crash-landing on the Kimberley Coast during the 17th
century race for spices!).

Bell Gorge and Mitchell Plateau

After a second night in Broome this small group tour of the Kimberley
joins the infamous 4WD-only Gibb River Road, heading to Bell Gorge
and Mitchell Plateau. At the Mitchell Plateau we enjoy a short helicopter
scenic flight, over the Mitchell River and the Mitchell Plateau, placing
the landscape within its regional setting in Western Australia. We
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observe how the landscape changes, reflecting on the underlying
geology and weathering processes that shaped what we see today. At
times, the landscape is dominated by boab trees, an unusual tree with
a hollow centre. On a side trip to the infamous Boab Prison Tree at
Wyndham, we see how these were sometimes used by local police as
a gaol.

El Questro Wilderness area

This small group tour spends a day in the El Questro Wilderness area,
another national park dominated visually by the Cockburn Range. The
group will walk up through the spectacular Emma Gorge. After just over
a week of travelling, having spent the day in the El Questro Wilderness
Park, we make the short trip up the Gibb River Road to stay overnight
in the El Questro station. This is the most eastern point of the trip,
almost reaching Kununurra township and the Northern Territory border.
Instead of crossing over into the Northern Territory, our small group
tour heads south on the Gibb River, crossing over the Wilson River (a
feeder to Lake Argyle), and then travels on to the UNESCO World
Heritage Listed Purnululu National Park.

Purnululu National Park

The Bungle Bungles in Purnululu National Park are, by far, the most
outstanding example of cone karst in sandstones anywhere in the world
and are unique to Western Australia. This small group tour of the
Kimberley spends almost two days in Purnululu National Park. On the
first day, we explore the Bungle Bungles with a local guide, and on the
second we enjoy a day tour, walking through Echidna Chasm,
Cathedral Gorge, and the Piccaninny Creek lookout before transferring
from the national park to the gold rush town of Halls Creek for the night.

Halls Creek

While the outback makes you think of empty space, the Kimberley is
packed full of fascinating things to discover and learn about! The history
here is fascinating: Aboriginal rock art dating back 60, 000 years (the
oldest in the world), giant nuggets that start a gold rush, and meteorite
craters dating back 120, 000 or more years. On our last few days we

Small group tour of Australia’s Kimberley

https://www.odysseytraveller.com.au

Australia 1300 888 225
New Zealand 0800 440 055

info@odysseytraveller.com

3/13


https://www.odysseytraveller.com/articles/kimberley-boab-tree/
https://www.odysseytraveller.com/articles/lake-argyle-australia/
https://www.odysseytraveller.com/articles/purnululu-national-park-australia/?preview=true&_thumbnail_id=52711
https://www.odysseytraveller.com/articles/halls-creek-australia/?_thumbnail_id=52755
https://www.odysseytraveller.com/articles/aboriginal-rock-art-in-the-kimberley-australia/

uncover these hidden histories, heading from Halls Creek to Fitzroy
Crossing, where we spend our last night in the outback before returning
to Broome. We start this day tour early with a short trip to the ‘China
Wall’ (known in the Jaru language as Burraluba and the Kija language
as Mulugunjiny). Named by settlers for its resemblance to the Great
Wall of China, the China Wall is a natural vein of sub-vertical white
quartz rising up to six metres, transecting the country for many
kilometres, rising high out of the ground and then disappearing back
into the earth again.

Fitzroy Crossing

Set on the banks of the mighty Fitzroy River, Fitzroy Crossing is a

true outback town, and a great base for exploration of the

nearby Tunnel Creek National Park, where we explore and learn about
and visit Tunnel Creek, Windjana Gorge, and Geikie Gorge, on a boat
trip down the Fitzroy River. For the those seeking a short adventure you
may make your way to Tunnel Creek, known as such because it flows
through a water-worn tunnel beneath the limestone of the Napier
Range. Tunnel Creek is part of the 350-375 million-year-old Devonian
Reef, formed when most of the Kimberley was covered by the sea and
gradually exposed as the sea fell to its present level. In the late
morning, the group returns to Broome for two nights.

Broome

The last full day of this small group tour of the Kimberley is spent with a
local guide learning about the history of Broome. This day trip includes
visits to the local museums and exploring the township including Cable
Beach. The afternoon is at your leisure. Broome is where

this outback adventure in the Kimberley region will draw to a close
following breakfast the following day.

For more details, click the ‘Top 5’ or ‘Itinerary’ buttons above! If you're
keen to experience this tour, please call or send an email. Or, to book,
simply fill in the form on the right hand side of this page.
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Articles about Australia published by
Odyssey Traveller:

e The Kimberley: A Definitive Guide

e Uncovering the Ancient History of Aboriginal Australia

Aboriginal Land Use in the Mallee

Understanding Aboriginal Aquaculture

Mallee and Mulga: Two Iconic and Typically Inland Australian
Plant Communities (By Dr. Sandy Scott).

The Australian Outback: A Definitive Guide

For all the articles Odyssey Traveller has published for mature aged
and senior travellers, click through on this link.

External articles to assist you on your visit
to the Kimberley:

e Australia.com: Guide to the Kimberley

10 Must Visit Attractions in the Kimberley

e Broome's History in a Pearl Shell

The West Kimberley, Western Australia

The Kimberley

Broome, the pearl of Western Australia

Kimberley’s hidden world of Indigenous rock art revealed by
researchers

Tour Notes
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