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Small group tour of New
Zealand exploring Wine, Food
and Landscapes
Jan 13 2022 to Jan 30 2022

 

Small Group tour of New Zealand;
Wine, Food and landscapes
Welcome to the Land of the Long White Cloud, Aoteroa or New Zealand

. A country’s gastronomy is a window on it’s soul. High up in the Atlas

mountains with the berbers it’s one thing. In one of Paris’s superb

Brassieries, it’s another. In New Zealand, it is so new and subject to so
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many influences, that the food scene is intensely exciting, vibrant,

different. High quality food in New Zealand has in the last 20 years

exploded into existence as New Zealander’s have brought home things

discovered in extensive travel overseas and as talented immigrants

have brought their own perspectives to our very fresh and unsullied

local produce. For a small group tour, this is the finest gastronomic

journey, collectively we can develop and offer right now, filled with

wonderful warm people, landscapes and influences from every part of

the globe. Limited only by the duration of this particular small group

tour. We begin this escorted small group tour for mature and senior

travellers in Auckland.

Jean-Michel is Odyssey’s program leader for this 18 day journey

through the New Zealand landscape. This program takes in some

stunning landscapes and amazing places but is not a regular tour of

tourist stop after tourist stop. Whilst Odyssey Traveller small group

tours of New Zealand and all around the world have a significant

historical, cultural and environmental learning base this program is

about wine, food, and landscapes and some excerpts from the New

Zealand art movement.

On this program we start in Auckland and finish the tour in

Queenstown. Visiting and exploring Auckland and surrounds to the

west and the east and the harbour with a tour of Waiheke island. South

it is Taupo, the Hawkes bay, Martinborough and Wellington. Cross

Cook strait and onto Kaikoura, Oamaru, Pigroot and Queenstown for

the finale.

The days itineraries have been thought out to allow you to enjoy, and

saviour New Zealand. This is a country you may have visited once or

many times, you have a curiosity about the certain feeling New Zealand

offers. And this tour is one to allow you and your travelling 
companions as this program works well for that special 
celebration with a small group of friends. The program, a collection

of well balanced days avoiding excessive eating and drinking but you

and a chance to travel the length of New Zealand with some special

experiences and learning as part of your journey.
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Spiritual Concepts of the Maori and Food

The Maori conception of the spiritual nature of man is a matter of

considerable interest. The Maori has ever recognized an immortal

element in man, which styles the wairua. Indeed, Maori may be said to

have held the theory of the tripartite nature of man—body, soul, and

spirit being his tinana, mauri, and wairua. Within the Marae structure

each member has an assigned speciality which gets called upon for

special occasions.

Tom Loughlin and his family have long specialised in food gathering

and preparation. A leading chef, search and rescue tracker, sika deer

manager and hunting guide. Tom is your host for one of these days.

The focus will be on the preparation and eating of a Hangi- a traditional

meal cooked underground on hot rocks, but can include other aspects.

Tom writes “My philosophy at Kai Waho is a simple one, deliver the

experience in a natural manner that is not normally for sale. The

response is reflected in the positive reaction of the Manuhiri ‘Visitors’

the appetite for real ‘IS REAL’ and ‘This is just what we have been

looking for’ is a common reflection. All of my personal experiences have

been exactly this, creating an emotion, a memory that is still in me

years after experience”. Odyssey regards this an integral part of the

experiences on this touring program.

Local guides in Food, Wine and Landscapes 
share their knowledge. 

This small group tour will be accompanied by an Odyssey tour guide

and are joined by expert local guides who will impart their knowledge 

about the places we will visit. Odyssey conducts educational tours 

designed for small groups of mature and senior travellers, focusing on 

history, culture, wildlife and other areas of particular interest where the 

trip is taking place. A small group tour is typically between 6 to 15 

people. The cost of an Odyssey Traveller guided tour is inclusive of all 

entrances (unless otherwise indicated), tipping, and majority of the 

meals throughout the trip. 

This particular tour has periods of free time built into the itinerary, 

allowing you explore some destinations at your own pace, and choose 
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from a variety of available activities. This way, we make sure that there 

is something to enjoy for every kind of traveller.

Accommodation

New Zealand is well known for its network of boutique lodges and small

charming hotels as well as traditional hotel style accommodation types.

For this program we have selected accommodation that represents

good value, is close to where we need to be, has some but not many

amenities that the group need and has a good reputation for looking

after travellers who are visiting and finally has rooms with terrific beds

to sleep in after a day in the open air. We trust you enjoy the choices

we have made that are above our usual choice of hotel to stay in.

Articles about the New Zealand published
by Odyssey Traveller:

Questions about New Zealand

Foundations for democracy in New Zealand: 900s – 1945

Preparing for a walking holiday

For all the articles Odyssey Traveller has published for mature aged

and senior travellers, click through on this link.

External articles to assist you on your visit
to New Zealand:

Walking and hiking New Zealand

Great walks of New Zealand

Walking New Zealand (magazine)

History of New Zealand

Visit New Zealand
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One day in Wellington: City walking tour itinerary

Highlights

1. Visit Bastion Point as the dawn breaks for a Karakia

2. Explore temperate rain forest in Waitakere including the Kauri

tree habitat and the west coach beach of Karekare

3. See and learn about the Uenuku, one of the oldest Maori

carvings in New Zealand

4. Explore Queen Charlotte sound on a 75-year old Kauri classic

launch called “Tutanekai"

5. Spend days on the South Island, West Coast, Ponamu country

with senior members of local Maori

Itinerary

Day 1 

Locations: Auckland

Overview:

Haere mai ki Aotearoa – welcome to the Land of the Long White Cloud.

Upon at arrival at Auckland International Airport you will meet your

guide and transfer to your inner city hotel. New Zealand’s largest and

most multicultural city. Auckland is an urban environment where

everyone lives within half an hour of beautiful beaches, hiking trails and

a dozen of islands. Auckland’s vast harbour, quiet islands and vibrant

cityscape offer an exciting and accessible mix of urban, water and

wildlife activities.

Welcome dinner is included tonight.

Accommodation:

Heritage Hotel or similar
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