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Reading List
Yura and Udnyu: A history of the Adnyamathanha of the North Flinders Ranges
by Peggy Brock
The beautiful, rugged north Flinders Ranges is the home of the Adnyamathanha. Their creation
stories tell of their physical and cultural longevity in the region. However, their lives and community
were seriously disrupted with the advent of British colonialism from the mid-nineteenth century.
Using firsthand accounts from Adnyamathanha and archival sources this book traces the history of
colonial incursion and Adnyamathanha responses from 1840 to the era of native title in the twentyfirst century. From early violent encounters between Adnyamathanha and colonists looking for land
to graze their stock, employment of Adnyamathanha in the pastoral and mining industries, through
hard times during droughts and economic depression, the establishment of the United Aborigines
Mission at Nepabunna, to the era of self-determination in the 1970s, Adnyamathanha have shown
great resilience in their ability to adapt to changing circumstances while maintaining a strong sense
of identity and community. Throughout, they have seized opportunities to inform the wider society of
their cultural knowledge and maintain their rights to country.

Flinders, the man who mapped Australia
by Rob Mundle
The fascinating story of the exceptional maritime explorer, Matthew Flinders - the man who
put Australia on the map.Shipwrecks, storms, death and danger - Matthew Flinders encountered it
all on his courageous quest to circumnavigate and chart the treacherous Terra Australis
coastline.From the drama of epic voyages and devastating shipwrecks; his part in the naming of
Australia; his cruel imprisonment by the French on Mauritius for six long and harrowing years; the
heartbreaking separation from his beloved wife; and the comfort he got from his loyal cat, Trim; to
his tragic death at just forty.This is a gripping adventure biography that details the life of Flinders, a
true hero whose name is forever woven into the fabric of Australian history.
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by Paul Sendziuk, Robert Foster
A History of South Australia investigates South Australia's history from before the arrival of the first
European maritime explorers to the present day, and examines its distinctive origins as a 'free'
settlement. In this compelling and nuanced history, Paul Sendziuk and Robert Foster consider the
imprint of people on the land - and vice versa - and offer fresh insights into relations between
Indigenous people and the European colonisers. They chart South Australia's economic, political
and social development, including the advance and retreat of an interventionist government, the
establishment of the state's distinctive socio-political formations, and its relationship to the rest of
Australia and the world. The first comprehensive, single-volume history of the state to be published
in over fifty years, A History of South Australia is an essential and engaging contribution to our
understanding of South Australia's past.

The Crow Eaters: A journey through South Australia
by Ben Stubbs
Outsiders think of South Australia as being different, without really knowing much about it.
Combining his own travel across the million-square kilometres of the state with an investigation of its
history, Ben Stubbs seeks to find out what South Australia is really like.
In the spirit of the best travel writing and literary non-fiction, he lingers in places of quiet beauty and
meets some memorable people. Along the way he debunks most of the clichés that plague the state.
Travelling to Maralinga, Ceduna, Kangaroo Island, the Flinders Ranges, Coober Pedy, the storied
Adelaide suburb of Elizabeth and the once-mighty river that is the Murray, Stubbs brings this diverse
state to life. He even addresses head-on the question ‘Is South Australia weird?’
Readers will find it hard to resist the book’s implicit invitation to take a look at places much closer to
home, to take the time to drink in dramatic landscapes that are slow, deep and speckled with
unforgettable characters.

Yura and Udnyu: A history of the Adnyamathanha of the North Flinders Ranges
by Peggy Brock
The beautiful, rugged north Flinders Ranges is the home of the Adnyamathanha. Their creation
stories tell of their physical and cultural longevity in the region. However, their lives and community
were seriously disrupted with the advent of British colonialism from the mid-nineteenth century.
Using firsthand accounts from Adnyamathanha and archival sources this book traces the history of
colonial incursion and Adnyamathanha responses from 1840 to the era of native title in the twenty-
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first century. From early violent encounters between Adnyamathanha and colonists looking for land
to graze their stock, employment of Adnyamathanha in the pastoral and mining industries, through
hard times during droughts and economic depression, the establishment of the United Aborigines
Mission at Nepabunna, to the era of self-determination in the 1970s, Adnyamathanha have shown
great resilience in their ability to adapt to changing circumstances while maintaining a strong sense
of identity and community. Throughout, they have seized opportunities to inform the wider society of
their cultural knowledge and maintain their rights to country.

The Crow Eaters: A journey through South Australia
by Ben Stubbs
Outsiders thinkof South Australia as being different, without really knowing much about it.
Combininghis own travel across the million-square kilometres of the state with aninvestigation of its
history, Ben Stubbs seeks to find out what South Australiais really like.
In the spirit ofthe best travel writing and literary non-fiction, he lingers in places of quietbeauty and
meets some memorable people. Along the way he debunks most of theclichés that plague the state.
Travelling to Maralinga, Ceduna, KangarooIsland, the Flinders Ranges, Coober Pedy, the storied
Adelaide suburb ofElizabeth and the once-mighty river that is the Murray, Stubbs brings thisdiverse
state to life. He even addresses head-on the question ‘Is SouthAustralia weird?’
Readers will find it hard toresist the book’s implicit invitation to take a look at places much closer
tohome, to take the time to drink in dramatic landscapes that are slow, deep andspeckled with
unforgettable characters.

The Ship That Never Was: The Greatest Escape Story Of Australian Colonial History
by Adam Courtenay
The greatest escape story of Australian colonial history by the son of Australia’s best-loved
storyteller
In 1823, cockney sailor and chancer James Porter was convicted of stealing a stack of beaver furs
and transported halfway around the world to Van Diemen's Land. After several escape attempts
from the notorious penal colony, Porter, who told authorities he was a 'beer-machine maker', was
sent to Macquarie Harbour, known in Van Diemen's Land as hell on earth.
Many had tried to escape Macquarie Harbour; few had succeeded. But when Governor George
Arthur announced that the place would be closed and its prisoners moved to the new penal station
of Port Arthur, Porter, along with a motley crew of other prisoners, pulled off an audacious escape.
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Wresting control of the ship they'd been building to transport them to their fresh hell, the escapees
instead sailed all the way to Chile. What happened next is stranger than fiction, a fitting outcome for
this true-life picaresque tale.
The Ship That Never Was is the entertaining and rollicking story of what is surely the greatest
escape in Australian colonial history. James Porter, whose memoirs were the inspiration for Marcus
Clarke's For the Term of his Natural Life, is an original Australian larrikin whose ingenuity, gift of the
gab and refusal to buckle under authority make him an irresistible anti-hero who deserves a place in
our history.
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