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Reading List

The History of Modern France: From the Revolution to the War on Terror
by Jonathan Fenby

With the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at the Battle of Waterloo in June 1815, the next two centuries
for France would be tumultuous. Bestselling historian and political commentator Jonathan Fenby
provides an expert and riveting journey through this period as he recounts and analyses the
extraordinary sequence of events of this period from the end of the First Revolution through two
others, a return of Empire, three catastrophic wars with Germany, periods of stability and hope
interspersed with years of uncertainty and high tensions. As her cross-Channel neighbour Great
Britain would equally suffer, France was to undergo the wrenching loss of colonies in the post-
Second World War as the new modern world we know today took shape. Her attempts to become
the leader of the European union is a constant struggle, as was her lack of support for America in the
two Gulf Wars of the past twenty years. Alongside this came huge social changes and cultural
landmarks but also fundamental questioning of what this nation, which considers itself exceptional,
really stood - and stands - for. That saga and those questions permeate the France of today, now
with an implacable enemy to face in the form of Islamic extremism which so bloodily announced itself
this year in Paris. Fenby will detail every event, every struggle and every outcome across this
expanse of 200 years. It will prove to be the definitive guide to understanding France.

How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual People
by Sudhir Hazareesingh

Sudhir Hazareesingh's How the French Think is a warm yet incisive exploration of the French
intellectual tradition, and its exceptional place in a nation's identity and lifestyle

Why are the French an exceptional nation? Why do they think they are so exceptional? An important
reason is that in France intellectual activity is regarded not just as the preserve of the thinking elite
but for almost everyone. French thought can sometimes be austere and often opaque, yet it is
undeniably bold and innovative, and driven by a relentless quest for the regeneration of humanity.
Sudhir Hazareesingh traces its tumultuous history in an enormously enjoyable and highly original
manner, showing how the French ways of thought and life connect. This will be one of the most
revealing books written about them - or any other European country - for years.

1/21/2



Odyssey Traveller

Australia 1300 888 225

New Zealand 0800 440 055

info@odysseytravel.com.au

France on Foot | Small Group Walking Tours France

https://www.odysseytraveller.com.au
10-Jun-2026

Sudhir Hazareesingh was born in Mauritius. He is a Fellow of the British Academy and has been a
Fellow and Tutor in Politics at Balliol College, Oxford, since 1990. Among his books are The Legend
of Napoleon (Granta, 2004) and Le MytheGaullien (Gallimard, 2010). He won the Prix du Memorial
d'Ajaccio and the Prix de la Fondation Napoleon for the first of these, and a Prix d'Histoire du Senat
for the second.

France: A History: from Gaul to de Gaulle
by John Julius Norwich

I can still feel, as if it were yesterday, the excitement of my first Channel crossing (as a child of nearly
7) in September 1936; the regiment of porters, smelling asphyxiatingly of garlic in their blue-green
blousons; the raucous sound all around me of spoken French; the immense fields of Normandy
strangely devoid of hedges; then the Gare du Nord at twilight, the policemen with their képis and their
little snow-white batons; and my first sight of the Eiffel Tower...This book is written in the belief that
the average English-speaking man or woman has remarkably little knowledge of French history. We
may know a bit about Napoleon or Joan of Arc or Louis XIV, but for most of us that's about it. In my
own three schools we were taught only about the battles we won: Crécy and Poitiers, Agincourt and
Waterloo. The rest was silence. So here is my attempt to fill in the blanks...

John Julius Norwich (at 88) has finally written the book he always wanted to write, the extremely
colourful story of the country he loves best.

From frowning Roman generals and belligerent Gallic chieftains, to Charlemagne (hated by
generations of French children taught that he invented schools) through Marie Antoinette and the
storming of the Bastille to Vichy, the Resistance and beyond, FRANCE is packed with heroes and
villains, adventures and battles, romance and revolution. Full of memorable stories and racy
anecdotes, this is the perfect introduction to the country that has inspired the rest of the world to live,
dress, eat -- and love better.

2/22/2


