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Reading List

Roman Britain: A New History
by Guy De La Bedoyere

This lively, authoritative account of a crucial period in Britain's history has been revised and updated
to incorporate the very latest findings and research. Guy de la Bedoyere the popular face of
Romano-British archaeological studies puts the Roman conquest and occupation within the larger
context of Romano-British society and how it functioned. With nearly 300 illustrations and dramatic
aerial views of Roman sites, and brimming with the very latest research and discoveries, Roman
Britain will delight and inform all those with an interest in this seminal epoch of British history.

Pax Romana
by Adrian Goldsworthy

The Pax Romana is famous for having provided a remarkable period of peace and stability, rarely
seen before or since. Yet the Romans were first and foremost conquerors, imperialists who took by
force a vast empire stretching from the Euphrates in the east to the Atlantic coast in the west. Their
peace meant Roman victory and was brought about by strength and dominance rather than co-
existence with neighbours. The Romans were aggressive and ruthless, and during the creation of
their empire millions died or were enslaved.But the Pax Romana was real, not merely the boast of
emperors, and some of the regions in the Empire have never again lived for so many generations
free from major wars. So what exactly was the Pax Romana and what did it mean for the people who
found themselves brought under Roman rule?Acclaimed historian Adrian Goldsworthy tells the story
of the creation of the Empire, revealing how and why the Romans came to control so much of the
world and asking whether the favourable image of the Roman peace is a true one. He chronicles the
many rebellions by the conquered, and describes why these broke out and why most failed. At the
same time, he explains that hostility was only one reaction to the arrival of Rome, and from the start
there was alliance, collaboration and even enthusiasm for joining the invaders, all of which increased
as resistance movements faded away.A ground-breaking and comprehensive history of the Roman
Peace, Pax Romana takes the reader on a journey from the bloody conquests of an aggressive
Republic through the age of Caesar and Augustus to the golden age of peace and prosperity under
diligent emperors like Marcus Aurelius, offering a balanced and nuanced reappraisal of life in the
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Roman Empire.

Caesar's Footprints: A Cultural Excursion to Ancient France: Journeys Through Roman Gaul
by Bijan Omrani

Julius Caesar's conquests in Gaul in the 50s BC were bloody, but the cultural revolution they brought
in their wake forever transformed the ancient Celtic culture of that country. After Caesar, the Gauls
exchanged their tribal quarrels for Roman values and acquired the paraphernalia of civilized urban
life. The Romans also left behind a legacy of language, literature, law, government, religion,
architecture, and industry.

Each chapter of Caesar's Footprints is dedicated to a specific journey of exploration through Roman
Gaul. From the amphitheatres of Arles and Nimes to the battlefield of Chalons (where Flavius Aetius
defeated Attila the Hun) Bijan Omani?an exciting and authoritative new voice in Roman
history?explores archaeological sites, artifacts, and landscapes to reveal how the imprint of Roman
culture shaped Celtic France?and thereby helped to create modern Europe.

Roman Conquests: Gaul
by Michael Sage

Ever since their sack of Rome in the early fourth century BC, the various tribes of Gauls to the north
were among the Roman Republic's most feared and respected foes. This book describes how
Roman armies eventually carried war into their enemies’ homelands and brought them into their
expanding empire.Michael M Sage relates the establishment of Rome's first footholds in Gallic
territory, before moving onto Julius Caesar's dazzling seizure of all Gaul in the space of a few years.
Caesar army repeatedly defeated much larger armies drawn from a fierce warrior culture. These, the
most famous of all Roman campaigns of conquest, are described and analysed in great detail, as are
the events of Vercingetorix's great rebellion which almost succeeded in throwing off Roman rule
before it could be consolidated. Caesar's epic siege of Alesia provides a dramatic climax.

Under Another Sky: Journeys in Roman Britain
by Charlotte Higgins

Shortlisted for the 2013 Samuel Johnson Prize, the Thwaites Wainwright Prize and the 2014 Dolman
Travel Book Award This is a book about the encounter with Roman Britain: about what the idea of
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"Roman Britain' has meant to those who came after Britain's 400-year stint as province of Rome -
from the medieval mythographer-historian Geoffrey of Monmouth to Edward Elgar and W.H. Auden.
What does Roman Britain mean to us now? How were its physical remains rediscovered and made
sense of? How has it been reimagined, in story and song and verse? Charlotte Higgins has traced
these tales by setting out to discover the remains of Roman Britain for herself, sometimes on foot,
sometimes in a splendid, though not particularly reliable, VW camper van. Via accounts of some of
Britain's most intriguing, and often unjustly overlooked ancient monuments, Under Another Sky
invites us to see the British landscape, and British history, in an entirely fresh way: as indelibly
marked by how the Romans first imagined, and wrote, these strange and exotic islands, perched on
the edge of the known world, into existence.

The Wall : Rome's Greatest Frontier
by Alistair Moffat

Hadrian's Wall is the largest, most spectacular and one of the most enigmatic historical monument in
Britain. Nothing else approaches its vast scale: a land wall running 73 miles from east to west and a
sea wall stretching at least 26 miles down the Cumbrian coast. Many of its forts are as large as
Britain's most formidable medieval castles, and the wide ditch dug to the south of the Wall, the
vallum, is larger than any surviving prehistoric earthwork.Built in a ten-year period by more than
30,000 soldiers and labourers at the behest of an extraordinary emperor, the Wall consisted of more
than 24 million stones, giving it a mass greater than all the Egyptian pyramids put together. At least a
million people visit Hadrian's Wall each year and it has been designated a World Heritage Site. In
this new book, based on literary and historical sources as well as the latest archaeological research,
Alistair Moffat considers who built the Wall, how it was built, why it was built and how it affected the
native peoples who lived in its mighty shadow. The result is a unique and fascinating insight into one
of the Wonders of the Ancient World.
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