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sights, and breathtaking scenery. There are high-speed trains that =F  Marseile
travel from Paris deeper into the heart of France, but on this tour we will
choose to have an unhurried but comfortable journey on regional trains (
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Transport Express Régional, or TER) and steam locomotives in order to
better enjoy the view. On this journey, we will travel on the railway and
see vineyards, lavender fields, pine forests, gorges, and the
breathtaking Mediterranean coast. We will take the roads (and rails)
less travelled and visit France’s regional cities, as well as its small
towns that may not be visited by other commercial tours. his tour is
designed for senior or mature travellers, and both couples and solo
travellers are welcome who are looking for a unique travel experience.

Highlights of this Paris-Bordeaux-Provence
By Train Tour

On this Paris-Bordeaux-Provence By Train tour, we will visit the
chateaux of the Loire Valley, including the largest chateau in the valley,
Chateau de Chambord; Chateau de Cheverney, which inspired Hergé’s
Marlinspike Hall in The Adventures of Tintin; and Chateau De Clos
Luce, a summer house of the kings of France and which served as the
residence of the Italian master Leonardo da Vinci during the
Renaissance. The year 2019 marks Da Vinci's 500th death
anniversary, and the chateau has a special cultural programme to
celebrate his life and work.

We will also see the colourful murals of Angouleme, French capital of
the comic strip, and enjoy the wine and main sights of Bordeaux and
Medoc. We will explore Montauban, birthplace of French Neoclassical
painter Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres, and the small town of Sete
which hosts the proud tradition of water jousting (joutes nautiques). We
will enjoy a day trip in La Ciotat, a charming resort town bordered by
Europe’s largest suburban park, promising beautiful scenery that is off
the beaten track. It is also here where the Lumiere brothers screened
their 45-second-long recording called Arrivée d’un train (& la Ciotat)
(Arrival of a Train at La Ciotat), sending the audience members,
believing that an actual train was approaching, running from their seats.

We will stroll through the streets of Marseille and Nice, and enjoy views
of the Rhoéne River in Valence. We will visit the small towns of Digne-
les-Bains, famous for its lavender festivals, and Tain-l Hermitage, home
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of chocolate manufacturer Valrhona.

For more details, click the “Top 5’ or ‘Itinerary’ buttons above! If you're
keen to experience this tour, please call or send an email. Or, to book,
simply fill in the form on the right-hand side of this page.

Other Railway Journeys by Odyssey
Traveller

Odyssey Traveller has several railway tours that may also be of
interest. All of these tours are especially designed for the active senior
traveller. Just click through to see the itinerary and sign up!

e Odyssey Traveller's Helsinki to Irkutsk tour on the Trans-Siberian
Railway runs for 21 days and spends multiple nights in Helsinki,
St Petersburg, Moscow, Yekaterinburg, Krasnoyarsk, and
Irkutsk, with stops at Russia’s oldest national nature reserve,
Stolby Nature Sanctuary, and Lake Baikal.

¢ The Vladivostok to Krasnoyarsk tour moves westward from
Vladivostok, where in 1891 tsar-to-be Nicholas first laid the stone
that would be the foundation of the railway, to the old town of
Krasnoyarsk in the heart of Siberia.

¢ The 30-day Trans-Mongolia and Russia tour takes you on the
Trans-Siberian and the Trans-Mongolian Railway lines. The tour
begins in Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mongolia, and concludes
with a cruise on the waterways between Moscow and St
Petersburg.

¢ For a different pace and cultural experience, you may want to
explore Japan History by Rail tour which journeys through Japan
on the shinkansen (high-speed train), and French History by Rail
tour which goes through Paris and the other cities of France; we
have a 21-day tour and a shorter 11-day tour
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Articles published by Odyssey on Southern France

We also regularly publish articles on history and travel. The following
articles will help you get ready for your Paris-Bordeaux-Provence By
Train tour:

e South West France

e Historic Loire Valley

Articles from external sites about Southern France

The following external articles are expected to also be of interest to you
in planning your visit to the regions of Bordeaux and Provence.

e Bordeaux Art Galleries

e Tour of Modern Architecture in Bordeaux

e Former Submarine base, now a gallery in Bordeaux

e Bordeaux History — French Monuments

e |earn the Complete Bordeaux Wine History and Description of ...
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e \What to do in Provence ? — France.fr

¢ 10 Must-See Ancient Sites in Provence — Ancient History ...

e Living in France as an Expat — Curious Provence

Odyssey also has more information about France. For more information
on Odyssey Traveller and our educational small group tours, visit and
explore our website, and remember to visit these pages in particular:

e Terms and conditions applicable for booking an Odyssey
Traveller tour.

e FAQ's about Odyssey Traveller

Alternatively, please call or send an email.
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Highlights

1. Visit the beautiful chateaux of the Loire Valley, including the
largest chateau in the valley, Chateau de Chambord, and
Chateau De Clos Luce, which served as the residence of the
Italian master Leonardo da Vinci.

2. See the colourful murals of Angouleme, French capital of the
comic strip.

3. Enjoy the wine and historical buildings of Bordeaux, an important
cultural and commercial hub through the centuries.

4. Take a day trip to La Ciotat, a shipbuilding centre turned
charming resort where the Lumiere brothers first screened their
films.

5. Take the road (and rails) less travelled to the small towns
of Digne-les-Bains, famous for its lavender festivals, and Tain-I
Hermitage, home of chocolate manufacturer Valrhona.

Itinerary

Day 1

Locations: Paris
Overview:

Upon arrival in Paris, we make our own way to our hotel. The Odyssey
Program Leader will greet the group and the rest of the day is free until
we meet again in the evening for our welcome dinner.

Day 2

Locations: Paris - Blois - Amboise

Overview:

Today we will be travelling by railway from Paris to Blois.

Important note: To assist you in getting on and off the trains, we
recommend that you take only a small wheelie bag ideally no more
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