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Reading List

The History of Modern France: From the Revolution to the War on Terror
by Jonathan Fenby

With the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at the Battle of Waterloo in June 1815, the next two centuries
for France would be tumultuous. Bestselling historian and political commentator Jonathan Fenby
provides an expert and riveting journey through this period as he recounts and analyses the
extraordinary sequence of events of this period from the end of the First Revolution through two
others, a return of Empire, three catastrophic wars with Germany, periods of stability and hope
interspersed with years of uncertainty and high tensions. As her cross-Channel neighbour Great
Britain would equally suffer, France was to undergo the wrenching loss of colonies in the post-
Second World War as the new modern world we know today took shape. Her attempts to become
the leader of the European union is a constant struggle, as was her lack of support for America in the
two Gulf Wars of the past twenty years. Alongside this came huge social changes and cultural
landmarks but also fundamental questioning of what this nation, which considers itself exceptional,
really stood - and stands - for. That saga and those questions permeate the France of today, now
with an implacable enemy to face in the form of Islamic extremism which so bloodily announced itself
this year in Paris. Fenby will detail every event, every struggle and every outcome across this
expanse of 200 years. It will prove to be the definitive guide to understanding France.

How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual People
by Sudhir Hazareesingh

Sudhir Hazareesingh's How the French Think is a warm yet incisive exploration of the French
intellectual tradition, and its exceptional place in a nation's identity and lifestyle

Why are the French an exceptional nation? Why do they think they are so exceptional? An important
reason is that in France intellectual activity is regarded not just as the preserve of the thinking elite
but for almost everyone. French thought can sometimes be austere and often opaque, yet it is
undeniably bold and innovative, and driven by a relentless quest for the regeneration of humanity.
Sudhir Hazareesingh traces its tumultuous history in an enormously enjoyable and highly original
manner, showing how the French ways of thought and life connect. This will be one of the most
revealing books written about them - or any other European country - for years.
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Sudhir Hazareesingh was born in Mauritius. He is a Fellow of the British Academy and has been a
Fellow and Tutor in Politics at Balliol College, Oxford, since 1990. Among his books are The Legend
of Napoleon (Granta, 2004) and Le MytheGaullien (Gallimard, 2010). He won the Prix du Memorial
d'Ajaccio and the Prix de la Fondation Napoleon for the first of these, and a Prix d'Histoire du Senat
for the second.

Lower Normandy: French Impressions
by George East

The sixth in the popular French Impressions series, taking the form of a personal travel narrative
exploring the three departéments of Lower Normandy. As well as reviewing more than a hundred
towns and villages and tourist attractions, the book looks at the historical events and peoples which
helped form the unique character of this part of France. The book also features the recipes and
background to many traditional and unusual Norman dishes. In all, a complete celebration of one of
Frances most beautiful and fascinating areas.

From the D-Day Beaches to the birthplace of William the Conqueror, George East’s unique style
paints a gloriously coloured picture of some of the most visited and intriguing parts of Normandy.
Learn about where your favourite cheeses come from, along with recipes for exciting and traditional
dishes.

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
by Annie Barrows and Mary Ann Shaffer

January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet
Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Who could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a
man she’s never met, a native of the island of Guernsey, who has come across her name written
inside a book by Charles Lamb….

As Juliet and her new correspondent exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the world of this man and
his friends—and what a wonderfully eccentric world it is. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie
Society—born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its members were discovered breaking curfew by
the Germans occupying their island—boasts a charming, funny, deeply human cast of characters,
from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all.

Juliet begins a remarkable correspondence with the society’s members, learning about their island,
their taste in books, and the impact the recent German occupation has had on their lives. Captivated
by their stories, she sets sail for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever.
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Written with warmth and humor as a series of letters, this novel is a celebration of the written word in
all its guises, and of finding connection in the most surprising ways.

The Model Occupation: The Channel Islands Under German Rule, 1940-1945
by Madeleine Bunting

What would have happened if the Nazis had invaded Britain? How would the British people have
responded – with resistance or collaboration? In Madeleine Bunting’s pioneering study, we begin to
find the answers to this age-old question.

Though rarely remembered today, the Nazis occupied the British Channel Islands for much of the
Second World War. In piecing together the fragments left behind – from the love affairs between
island women and German soldiers, the betrayals and black marketeering, to the individual acts of
resistance – Madeleine Bunting has brought this uncomfortable episode of British history into full
view with spellbinding clarity.

Menagerie Manor
by Gerald Durell

This is the hugely entertaining account of how the much-loved conservationist and author Gerald
Durrell fulfilled his lifelong ambition by founding his own private sanctuary for endangered species in
Jersey with the help of an enduring wife, a selfless staff and a reluctant bank manager. With a
foreword by Lee Durrell, Honorary Director of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, this book about
the trials and wonders of living in the middle of a zoo is a classic that will continue to bring pleasure
to those who grew up reading Durrell, and deserves a whole new readership.

Secret Guernsey
by Amanda Bennett

Guernsey is small - only 25 square miles - but it holds a depth of history and intrigue far greater than
its size. Early prehistoric beginnings allied to a Norman French heritage and a long period of loyalty
to the English Crown have produced a unique culture - a melting pot of religious, political and
economic activity. The islanders' stories can be found everywhere - from the sea-swept coast and
rural country lanes, to the bustle of St Peter Port, in buildings, churches and charming quaint, granite
houses. Take a journey through this familiar landscape to find what lies beneath - stories of the
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unusual, the intriguing or the plain odd. From serial duellists to romantic poets; confusing road names
to land reclamation; mysterious stones to pagan offerings, Secret Guernsey is filled with unexpected
tales of island life and history, and invites you to explore the island for yourself and uncover more
unfound treasures through stunning colour photographs.

France: A History: from Gaul to de Gaulle
by John Julius Norwich

I can still feel, as if it were yesterday, the excitement of my first Channel crossing (as a child of nearly
7) in September 1936; the regiment of porters, smelling asphyxiatingly of garlic in their blue-green
blousons; the raucous sound all around me of spoken French; the immense fields of Normandy
strangely devoid of hedges; then the Gare du Nord at twilight, the policemen with their képis and their
little snow-white batons; and my first sight of the Eiffel Tower...This book is written in the belief that
the average English-speaking man or woman has remarkably little knowledge of French history. We
may know a bit about Napoleon or Joan of Arc or Louis XIV, but for most of us that's about it. In my
own three schools we were taught only about the battles we won: Crécy and Poitiers, Agincourt and
Waterloo. The rest was silence. So here is my attempt to fill in the blanks...

John Julius Norwich (at 88) has finally written the book he always wanted to write, the extremely
colourful story of the country he loves best.

From frowning Roman generals and belligerent Gallic chieftains, to Charlemagne (hated by
generations of French children taught that he invented schools) through Marie Antoinette and the
storming of the Bastille to Vichy, the Resistance and beyond, FRANCE is packed with heroes and
villains, adventures and battles, romance and revolution. Full of memorable stories and racy
anecdotes, this is the perfect introduction to the country that has inspired the rest of the world to live,
dress, eat -- and love better.

Becoming Bourgeois: Love, Kinship, and Power in Provincial France, 1670–1880
by Christopher H Johnson

Becoming Bourgeois traces the fortunes of three French families in the municipality of Vannes, in
Brittany—Galles, Jollivet, and Le Ridant—who rose to prominence in publishing, law, the military,
public administration, and intellectual pursuits over the course of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Revisiting complex issues of bourgeois class formation from the perspective of the interior
lives of families, Christopher H. Johnson argues that the most durable and socially advantageous
links forging bourgeois ascent were those of kinship. Economic success, though certainly derived
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from the virtues of hard work and intelligent management, was always underpinned by marriage
strategies and the diligent intervention of influential family members.

Johnson's examination of hundreds of personal letters opens up a whole world: the vicissitudes of
courtship; the centrality of marriage; the depths of conjugal love; the routines of pregnancy and the
drama of childbirth; the practices of child rearing and education; the powerful place of siblings; the
role of kin in advancing the next generation; tragedy and deaths; the enormous contributions of
women in all aspects of becoming bourgeois; and the pleasures of gathering together in intimate
soirées, grand balls, country houses, and civic and political organizations. Family love bound it all
together, and this is ultimately what this book is about, as four generations of rather ordinary
provincial people capture our hearts.

Is Paris Burning?
by Larry Collins and Dominique La Pierre

"'Is Paris burning?' was a question that Hitler persistently put to his commander in the French capitol
during August 1944. Thus begins the absorbing account of the liberation of Paris. You will be moved
by the descriptions and want to see Paris to witness what history allowed to survive. Is Paris
Burning? is researched with meticulous and riveting detail, well narrated and certain to keep you
intrigued."

All the Light We Cannot See
by Anthony Doerr

A beautiful, stunningly ambitious novel about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths
collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II, from the highly
acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr. The book won the Pulitzer Price in 2015 for
Fiction.

D-Day Landing Beaches: The Guide
by Georges Bernage

This spectacular, large format, full color, new book is quite simply the most impressive book of its
type we have seen. Packed with over 200 photographs, maps and charts, the book is divided into the
sectors associated with the Normandy landings in 1944.

5/65/65/65/65/65/6



Odyssey Traveller

Australia 1300 888 225

New Zealand 0800 440 055

info@odysseytravel.com.au

Anglo French Tour | Normandy, Brittany, Channel Islands tour

https://www.odysseytraveller.com.au
06-Feb-2026

Balleine's History of Jersey
by Marguerite Syvret and Joan Stevens

Jersey has a remarkable history, especially during the many centuries since it became an exposed,
surviving outpost of Duke William's Duchy, within sight of France yet attached to the English Crown.
More than most mainland people, its inhabitants are fiercely conscious of their special identity and
history; while more than most islanders they are aware of the uniqueness of their heritage, produced
by the interaction of two cultures and two rich sources of tradition. It is not surprising that when the
first great History of the Island of Jersey appeared in 1959 it enjoyed such immediate popularity that
it soon ran out of print. The result of long years of careful and scholarly research by G.R. Balleine, it
was instantly accepted as the definitive history of the island. Books are often described as a
"classic," but few justify the accolade as thoroughly as this great work, which enjoys an unrivalled
pre-eminence in Jersey literature. This new edition will maintain its position as the book on Jersey
well into the next millennium. It will be welcomed by Jersey people everywhere.

Living With The Enemy: An Outline Of The German Occupation Of The Channel Islands With
First Hand Accounts By People Who Remember The Years 1940 To 1945
by Roy McLoughlin

During the Second World War the Channel Islands were the only part of Britain to be occupied by
German forces. 'Living With the Enemy' tells the story of life on the Islands under Nazi rule, with eye-
witness accounts from both islanders and German soldiers, the book gives an accurate insight into
this ill-assorted community at war.
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