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Reading List

Queen of the Sea: A History of Lisbon
by Barry Hatton

Lisbon's charm is legendary, but its vibrant 2,000-year history is not widely known, from its Roman
legacy to its centuries under Moorish rule. Its journey from port town to Portugal's capital was not
always smooth sailing--in 1755 the city was devastated by the largest earthquake ever to strike
modern Europe, followed by a catastrophic tsunami and a six-day inferno that turned sand to glass.
Barry Hatton unearths these forgotten memories in a vivid account of Lisbon's colourful past and
present, bringing to life the 1147 siege during the Iberian reconquista, the assassination of the king,
the founding of a republic and the darkness of a modern dictatorship. He reveals the rich,
international heritage of Portugal's metropolis--the gateway to the Atlantic and the unrivalled Queen
of the Sea.

Barcelona

This is not a proper guidebook. Think of it as a checklist scribbled on a napkin by a friend who lives in
Barcelona and would like you to see the best of the city. Quickly plan your itinerary here – museums,
coffee stops, lunch and dinner, a bit of shopping – and hit the streets well-prepared. We’ve included
more than 180 tips on restaurants, bars, cafes, landmarks and things to do, a primer on Barcelona
and Catalonia, a few gift ideas, basic travel information and several beautiful maps to get your
bearings right.

Forgotten Places: Barcelona and the Spanish Civil War
by Nick Lloyd

A guide to Barcelona in the Spanish Civil War, beginning in the 19th century with the conditions and
movements which led to the revolution of 1936, and ending with the fall of the city on 26th January
1939 when Franco's tanks drove down the Diagonal and set about destroying everything the
Republic had built. Stories from the aftermath of the war, the exile and the Franco regime are also
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included.
In addition with dealing with the more obvious themes such as anarchism, the Spanish Republic,
Catalonia, George Orwell, the aerial bombing, and the May Days, etc, the book also looks at themes
such as the Zoo during the Civil War, the American Sixth Fleet in the city, Barça, urbanism, Nazis in
Barcelona, Robert Capa, the Spanish in the Holocaust, poster art...

Intertwined in the text are contemporary quotes and a few personal stories of people I have met who
experienced the war or its aftermath. There are also biographies of characters such as Andreu Nin
and Lluís Companys.

A Concise History of Spain
by William D. Phillips Jr and Carla Rahn Phillips

The rich cultural and political life of Spain has emerged from its complex history, from the diversity of
its peoples, and from continual contact with outside influences. This book traces that history from
prehistoric times to the present, focusing particularly on culture, society, politics, and personalities.
Written in an engaging style, it introduces readers to the key themes that have shaped Spain's
history and culture. These include its varied landscapes and climates; the impact of waves of diverse
human migrations; the importance of its location as a bridge between the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean and Europe and Africa; and religion, particularly militant Catholic Christianity and its
centuries of conflict with Islam and Protestantism, as well as debates over the place of the Church in
modern Spain. Illustrations, maps, and a guide to further reading, major cultural figures, and places
to see, make the history of this fascinating country come alive.

The Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews, and Christians Created a Culture of
Tolerance in Medieval Spain
by Maria Rosa Menocal

A brilliant and fascinating portrait of medieval Spain explores the golden age when Muslims, Jews,
and Christians lived together in an atmosphere of tolerance

The Story of Spain: The Dramatic History of Europe's Most Fascinating Country
by Mark R. Williams
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The book is a popular history of Spain and the Spanish Empire from prehistoric times to the present
day. It provides description and analysis of political, social, economic and cultural events over the
centuries, which together shaped the history of this distinctive country. The book offers 60
illustrations and maps, including 16 pages of color photographs, as well as lists of historic places to
visit at the end of each chapter. There is a dynastic chart, suggested readings, and index.

Muslim Spain and Portugal: A Political History of al-Andalus
by Hugh Kennedy

This is the first study in English of the political history of Muslim Spain and Portugal, based on Arab
sources. It provides comprehensive coverage of events across the whole of the region from 711 to
the fall of Granada in 1492. Up till now the history of this region has been badly neglected in
comparison with studies of other states in medieval Europe. When considered at all, it has been
largely written from Christian sources and seen in terms of the Christian Reconquest. Hugh Kennedy
raises the profile of this important area, bringing the subject alive with vivid translations from Arab
sources. This will be fascinating reading for historians of medieval Europe and for historians of the
middle east drawing out the similarities and contrasts with other areas of the Muslim world.

Journey to Portugal: In Pursuit of Portugal's History and Culture
by Jose Saramago

When José Saramago decided to write a book about Portugal, his only desire was that it be unlike all
other books on the subject, and in this he has certainly succeeded. Recording the events and
observations of a journey across the length and breadth of the country he loves dearly, Saramago
brings Portugal to life as only a writer of his brilliance can. Forfeiting the usual sources such as tourist
guides and road maps, he scours the country with the eyes and ears of an observer fascinated by
the ancient myths and history of his people. Whether it be an inaccessible medieval fortress set on a
cliff, a wayside chapel thick with cobwebs, or a grand mansion in the city, the extraordinary places of
this land come alive.
Always meticulously attentive to those elements of ancient Portugal that persist today, he examines
the country in its current period of rapid transition and growth. Journey to Portugal is an ode to a
country and its rich traditions.

Conquerors: How Portugal Forged the First Global Empire

3/43/43/43/4



Odyssey Traveller

Australia 1300 888 225

New Zealand 0800 440 055

info@odysseytravel.com.au

Lisbon & Barcelona small group tour

https://www.odysseytraveller.com.au
03-Jul-2026

by Roger Crowley

In Empires of the Sea and City of Fortune, New York Times bestselling author Roger Crowley
established himself as our generation’s preeminent historian of the great European seafaring
empires, and the go-to author for post-Crusade clashes of East and West. Now, in Conquerors,
Crowley gives us the epic story of the emergence of Portugal, a small, poor nation that enjoyed a
century of maritime supremacy thanks to the daring and navigational skill of its explorers—a tactical
advantage no other country could match. Portugal’s discovery of a sea route to India, campaign of
imperial conquest over Muslim rulers, and domination of the spice trade would forever disrupt the
Mediterranean and build the first global economy.

Crowley relies on letters and eyewitness testimony to tell the story of tiny Portugal’s rapid and
breathtaking rise to power. Conquerors reveals the Império Português in all of its splendor and
ferocity, bringing to life the personalities of the enterprising and fanatical house of Aviz. Figures such
as King Manuel “the Fortunate,” João II “the Perfect Prince,” marauding governor Afonso de
Albuquerque, and explorer Vasco da Gama juggled their private ambitions and the public aims of the
empire, often suffering astonishing losses in pursuit of a global fortune. Also central to the story of
Portugal’s ascent was its drive to eradicate Islamic culture and establish a Christian empire in the
Indian Ocean. Portuguese explorers pushed deep into the African continent in search of the mythical
Christian king Prester John, and they ruthlessly besieged Indian port cities in their attempts to
monopolize trade.

The discovery of a route to India around the horn of Africa was not only a brilliant breakthrough in
navigation but heralded a complete upset of the world order. For the next century, no European
empire was more ambitious, no rulers more rapacious than the kings of Portugal. In the process they
created the first long-range maritime empire and set in motion the forces of globalization that now
shape our world. At Crowley’s hand, the complete story of the Portuguese empire and the human
cost of its ambition can finally be told.
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