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Reading List
Two Expeditions Into the Interior of Southern Australia
by Charles Sturt
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Sturt's Desert Drama
by Ivan Rudolph
This is the story of Charles Sturt's trip to penetrate Australia's mysterious centre. South Australia is
sliding into bankruptcy and the colonials look to Sturt. As "Father of Australian Exploration they
needed him to find rich lands to rescue the South Australian economy. As one perishes, others
wondered who would be next. Could their steely resolve force the Inland to yield its secrets? The
explorer's original diaries and letters are quoted from freely, to enable you to ride into the fierce,
blazing deserts with them and to feel what they felt and picture what they saw.

Burke and Wills: The triumph and tragedy of Australia's most famous explorers
by Peter FitzSimons
The iconic Australian exploration story - brought to life by Peter FitzSimons, Australia's
storyteller. 'They have left here today!' he calls to the others. When King puts his hand down
above the ashes of the fire, it is to find it still hot. There is even a tiny flame flickering from
the end of one log. They must have left just hours ago. MELBOURNE, 20 AUGUST 1860. In an
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ambitious quest to be the first Europeans to cross the harsh Australian continent, the Victorian
Exploring Expedition sets off, farewelled by 15,000 cheering well-wishers. Led by Robert O'Hara
Burke, a brave man totally lacking in the bush skills necessary for his task; surveyor and
meteorologist William Wills; and 17 others, the expedition took 20 tons of equipment carried on six
wagons, 23 horses and 26 camels. Almost immediately plagued by disputes and sackings, the
expeditioners battled the extremes of the Australian landscape and weather: its deserts, the boggy
mangrove swamps of the Gulf, the searing heat and flooding rains. Food ran short and, unable to
live off the land, the men nevertheless mostly spurned the offers of help from the local Indigenous
people. In desperation, leaving the rest of the party at the expedition's depot on Coopers Creek,
Burke, Wills, Charley Gray and John King made a dash for the Gulf in December 1860. Bad luck and
bad management would see them miss by just hours a rendezvous back at Coopers Creek, leaving
them stranded in the wilderness with practically no supplies. Only King survived to tell the tale. Yet,
despite their tragic fates, the names of Burke and Wills have become synonymous with
perseverance and bravery in the face of overwhelming odds. They live on in our nation's history and their story remains immediate and compelling.

The Crow Eaters: A journey through South Australia
by Ben Stubbs
Outsiders think of South Australia as being different, without really knowing much about it.
Combining his own travel across the million-square kilometres of the state with an investigation of its
history, Ben Stubbs seeks to find out what South Australia is really like. In the spirit of the best travel
writing and literary non-fiction, he lingers in places of quiet beauty and meets some memorable
people. Along the way he debunks most of the clichés that plague the state. Travelling to Maralinga,
Ceduna, Kangaroo Island, the Flinders Ranges, Coober Pedy, the storied Adelaide suburb of
Elizabeth and the once-mighty river that is the Murray, Stubbs brings this diverse state to life. He
even addresses head-on the question ‘Is South Australia weird?’ Readers will find it hard to resist
the book’s implicit invitation to take a look at places much closer to home, to take the time to drink in
dramatic landscapes that are slow, deep and speckled with unforgettable characters.

A History of South Australia
by Paul Sendziuk, Robert Foster
A History of South Australia investigates South Australia's history from before the arrival of the first
European maritime explorers to the present day, and examines its distinctive origins as a 'free'
settlement. In this compelling and nuanced history, Paul Sendziuk and Robert Foster consider the
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imprint of people on the land - and vice versa - and offer fresh insights into relations between
Indigenous people and the European colonisers. They chart South Australia's economic, political
and social development, including the advance and retreat of an interventionist government, the
establishment of the state's distinctive socio-political formations, and its relationship to the rest of
Australia and the world. The first comprehensive, single-volume history of the state to be published
in over fifty years, A History of South Australia is an essential and engaging contribution to our
understanding of South Australia's past.

Flinders, the man who mapped Australia
by Rob Mundle
The fascinating story of the exceptional maritime explorer, Matthew Flinders - the man who
put Australia on the map.Shipwrecks, storms, death and danger - Matthew Flinders encountered it
all on his courageous quest to circumnavigate and chart the treacherous Terra Australis
coastline.From the drama of epic voyages and devastating shipwrecks; his part in the naming of
Australia; his cruel imprisonment by the French on Mauritius for six long and harrowing years; the
heartbreaking separation from his beloved wife; and the comfort he got from his loyal cat, Trim; to
his tragic death at just forty.This is a gripping adventure biography that details the life of Flinders, a
true hero whose name is forever woven into the fabric of Australian history.

Yura and Udnyu: A history of the Adnyamathanha of the North Flinders Ranges
by Peggy Brock
The beautiful, rugged north Flinders Ranges is the home of the Adnyamathanha. Their creation
stories tell of their physical and cultural longevity in the region. However, their lives and community
were seriously disrupted with the advent of British colonialism from the mid-nineteenth century.
Using firsthand accounts from Adnyamathanha and archival sources this book traces the history of
colonial incursion and Adnyamathanha responses from 1840 to the era of native title in the twentyfirst century. From early violent encounters between Adnyamathanha and colonists looking for land
to graze their stock, employment of Adnyamathanha in the pastoral and mining industries, through
hard times during droughts and economic depression, the establishment of the United Aborigines
Mission at Nepabunna, to the era of self-determination in the 1970s, Adnyamathanha have shown
great resilience in their ability to adapt to changing circumstances while maintaining a strong sense
of identity and community. Throughout, they have seized opportunities to inform the wider society of
their cultural knowledge and maintain their rights to country.
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