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Scotland small group tour |
Tracing 5,000 years of history

Jul 04 2022 to Jul 25 2022

Tracing 5,000 years of Scotland’s
history
Scotland has a long and fascinating history. On these small group tours

of Scotland, for the mature-aged and senior traveller with an interest in

history, we will explore 5,000 years of life on the mainland and on three

of the islands. Obviously the topic is vast and we will only have time to

examine segments of the country’s long and varied past. We will,

however, have time to delve deeply into a number of the events and the
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lives of many of the people who combined to make this such an

interesting field of study.

History of Scotland Tour Itinerary 

These tours of Scotland begin on the islands of Orkney in the

northeastern coast of Scotland. The islands of Orkney form part of the

unique circuit of Islands around Scotland that form part  of  history  of

the exploration of the Atlantic by the Scandinavians and in particular

expeditions of the Vikings and curiosity for visitors.  In the capital,

Kirkwall, we will sit down for a welcome dinner with our Program Leader

at a local restaurant. Our explorations of Orkney will include visits to

Skara Brae, one of the best-preserved Neolithic settlements in Europe,

the 12th century St Magnus Cathedral, and the ruins of the adjacent

Bishops Palace.

We then travel to the Scottish mainland by ferry, starting with Thurso,

the most northerly town in mainland Scotland. Before catching the ferry

to Thurso, we will see the Maeshowe Chambered Cairn, a passage

grave that is more than 5,000 years old and which carries Viking graffiti

on the main chamber’s walls, left there when the Norsemen broke into

the cairn in the 12th century.

Still in the Scottish Highlands, our coach will transport us west along

the scenic north coast, and visit Durness and stop to view the

atmospheric Smoo Cave, which has one of the largest entrances to any

sea cave in Britain, and on to Ullapool, a picturesque fishing town.

We travel to the east coast and visit Inverness, home to the famous

Loch Ness. Here, we will learn more about the bloody Jacobite wars

with a visit the Fort George and to the site of the Battle of Culloden,

where British troops defeated the Scottish Jacobites. The Jacobites

were supporters of the exiled Stuart king James II, taking their name

from the Latin form of the king’s name (Jacobus). The recently

completed Culloden battle site visitor centre allows the visitor the
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chance to experience the battle in its immersion theatre.

We then spend three nights on the Isle of Skye, the largest island of the

Inner Hebrides. Our drive there will be as magical as the destination,

passing by Loch Ness, and stopping at Urquhart Castle, which was

seized by Edward I when he invaded Scotland, and the beautiful Eilean

Donan Castle.

On Skye, we visit Dunvegan Castle, the oldest continuously inhabited

castle in Scotland and has been the home of the chiefs of Clan

Macleod for 800 years. We will also explore the Museum of the Isles to

learn more about the history of the Highlands.

From Skye, we return to the mainland via the ferry from Armadale to

Mallaig, heading south to Oban. We take the ferry to the island of Mull

before heading towards Iona, where St Columba came from Ireland and

established a monastic community there in 563. Great works of art

were created here, including the world famous Book of Kells. We head

on to Stirling, St Andrews, and Edinburgh. From Edinburgh, we head

south to Melrose in the Borders, before travelling north again to end in

Glasgow, the second city of the British Empire. Glasgow is a city full of

architectural  heritage and evidence of quirky humour exemplified by

Nelson Mandela Place.

Enjoy not only the history but the beauty of
Scotland

As this is Scotland, history will not be our only focus during the journey.

It would be impossible to explore the country without enjoying its

amazing landscapes. As we travel from Orkney in the north, though the

Highlands, Central Lowlands and right down into the Borders, we will

be amazed by the splendour of its lochs, glens, mountains and

dramatic coastal scenery. Local food, whisky, art, architecture and

wildlife will also feature on this truly amazing tour of Scotland.

Take a trip though time and across landscapes steeped in Scottish

history. Some of this history is dark with blood and treachery. Learn

about Viking raids, clan feuds, battles with the English, Jacobite
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uprisings, betrayals, murder and mayhem. But also take time to explore

the contributions of the great Scottish industrialists, inventors, poets,

artists, educators and philosophers. On this tour of Scotland, there is

something for everybody, making this tour a unique travel experience.

For more details, click the ‘Top 5’ or ‘Itinerary’ buttons above! If you’re

keen to experience this tour, please call or send an email. Or, to book,

simply fill in the form on the right hand side of this page.

Articles about Scotland published by
Odyssey Traveller

The following list of articles published by odyssey Traveller for mature

aged and senior travellers to maximise their knowledge and enjoyment

of Scotland when visiting;

Visiting Scotland

Scotland & Scotch Whisky

Visiting Edinburgh places to consider visiting

Country Spotlight; Scotland

Nelson Mandela Place; a Glasgow story

Peat and Scotland 

Glasgow’s Architectural heritage

Stone circles 

You can also browse all of our articles or country profile about Scotland

. Scotland 

External articles about the City of Edinburgh and Scotland for travellers:

History of Edinburgh castle

Everything to know about Scotch Whisky
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Understanding the language of the Scotch whisky 

Overview of Scottish history 

 

Highlights

1. Visit amazing Skara Brae, a village on Orkney inhabited 5000

years ago by Neolithic settlers.

2. March into Fort George, Britain’s mightiest artillery fortress.

3. Explore Stirling Castle, one of Scotland’s best preserved and

most fascinating.

4. Soak up the atmosphere in the mighty ruined Abbeys of the

Borders.

5. Be surprised to discover just where the Politicians planned to

hide out in case of a nuclear attack.

Itinerary

Day 1

Locations: Orkney Islands

Overview:

Make your own way to Kirkwall, the capital of the Orkney Islands where

you will meet with your program leader in the afternoon.

A welcome dinner will be provided in a local restaurant.

Accommodation:

Overnight The Shore Hotel or similar
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