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Reading List
Shanghai: China's Gateway to Modernity
by Marie-Claire Bergère
Shanghai today is a thriving, bustling metropolis. But does its avid pursuit of the modern trappings of
success truly indicate that it will once again become the shining example of China's commercial and
cosmopolitan culture? While history continues to unfold, eminent China scholar Marie-Claire Bergère
takes readers back to when Shanghai first opened to the world in 1842 to narrate the city's
tumultuous and unique course to the present.
Shanghai: China's Gateway to Modernity is the first comprehensive history of Shanghai in any
Western language. Divided into four parts, Bergère details Shanghai's beginnings as a treaty port in
the mid-nineteenth century; its capitalist boom following the 1911 Revolution; the fifteen years of
economic and social decline initiated by the Japanese invasion in 1937, and attempts at resistance;
and the city's disgraced years under Communism. Weaving together a range of archival documents
and existing histories to create a global picture of Shanghai's past and present, Bergère shows that
Shanghai's success was not fated, as some contend, by an evolutionary pattern set into motion long
before the arrival of westerners. Rather, her account identifies the relationship between the Chinese
and foreigners in Shanghai—their interaction, cooperation, and rivalry—as the driving force behind
the creation of an original culture, a specific modernity, founded upon western contributions but
adapted to the national Chinese culture.
Eclipsed for three decades by socialism, the wheels of the Shanghai spirit began to turn in the
1990s, when the reform movement took off anew. The city is again being referred to as a model for
China's current modernization drive. Although it makes no claims to what will happen next, Bergère's
Shanghai stands as a compelling and definitive profile of a city whose urban history continues to be
redefined, retold, and resold.

Blue Skies over Beijing: Economic Growth and the Environment in China
by Matthew E. Kahn (Author), Siqi Zheng (Author)
Over the last thirty years, even as China's economy has grown by leaps and bounds, the
environmental quality of its urban centers has precipitously declined due to heavy industrial output
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and coal consumption. The country is currently the world's largest greenhouse-gas emitter and
several of the most polluted cities in the world are in China. Yet, millions of people continue moving
to its cities seeking opportunities. Blue Skies over Beijing investigates the ways that China's urban
development impacts local and global environmental challenges. Focusing on day-to-day choices
made by the nation's citizens, families, and government, Matthew Kahn and Siqi Zheng examine
how Chinese urbanites are increasingly demanding cleaner living conditions and consider where
China might be headed in terms of sustainable urban growth.
Kahn and Zheng delve into life in China's cities from the personal perspectives of the rich, middle
class, and poor, and how they cope with the stresses of pollution. Urban parents in China have a
strong desire to protect their children from environmental risk, and calls for a better quality of life
from the rising middle class places pressure on government officials to support greener policies.
Using the historical evolution of American cities as a comparison, the authors predict that as China's
economy moves away from heavy manufacturing toward cleaner sectors, many of China's cities
should experience environmental progress in upcoming decades.
Looking at pressing economic and environmental issues in urban China, Blue Skies over Beijing
shows that a cleaner China will mean more social stability for the nation and the world.

For All the Tea in China: How England Stole the World's Favorite Drink and Changed History
by Sarah Rose
In the dramatic story of one of the greatest acts of corporate espionage ever committed, Sarah Rose
recounts the fascinating, unlikely circumstances surrounding a turning point in economic history. By
the middle of the nineteenth century, the British East India Company faced the loss of its monopoly
on the fantastically lucrative tea trade with China, forcing it to make the drastic decision of sending
Scottish botanist Robert Fortune to steal the crop from deep within China and bring it back to British
plantations in India. Fortune's danger-filled odyssey, magnificently recounted here, reads like
adventure fiction, revealing a long-forgotten chapter of the past and the wondrous origins of a
seemingly ordinary beverage.

The Making of a Chinese City: History and Historiography in Harbin
by Soren Clausen and Stig Thogersen
The history of Harbin, ruled by the Russians, by an international coalition of allied powers, by
Chinese warlords, by the Soviet Union and finally by the Chinese Communists - all in the course of
100 years - is presented here as an example of Chinese local-history writing.
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Along the Bund
by Arnold Lau
Take a tour of the Shanghai Bund with this visual guide. This guide on the Shanghai Bund provides
some historical insight as well as a sampling of the culinary delights that can be found on this world
famous stretch of river front. Come follow the detailed map and sample the food that the Bund has to
offer you.
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