
ODYSSEY TRAVELLER

History of Greece | Small Group Tour
Recommended reading for your journey

01
A Brief History of Greece
Christos Visvardis

From the Neolithic Period to today’s economic crisis, via Ancient Athens,
the Persian Wars, Alexander the Great, the Byzantine Empire and two world
wars, this book narrates the history of Greece with all the significant
events that shaped it.

02
The Oxford History of Greece & the Hellenistic World
John Boardman  (Editor), Jasper Griffin (Editor), Oswyn Murray (Editor)

From the epic poems of Homer to the glittering art and architecture of
Greece’s Golden Age, to the influential Roman systems of law and
leadership, the classical Greek world established the foundations of our
culture as well as many of its most enduring achievements. Now, in this
vivid volume, readers can embrace the spirit of the classical world, from
the eighth to the first centuries B.C., a period unparalleled in history
for its brilliance in literature, philosophy, and the visual arts. This
work also treats the Hellenization of the Middle East by the monarchies
established in the area conquered by Alexander the Great. The editors, all
celebrated classicists, intersperse chapters on political and social
history with sections on literature, philosophy, and the arts, and
reinforce the historical framework with maps and historical charts.
Moreover, the contributors--thirty of the world’s leading
scholars--present the latest in modern scholarship through masterpieces of
wit, brevity, and style. Together with hundreds of excellent
illustrations, these entries provide both a provocative and entertaining
window into our classical heritage.

03
A Concise History of Greece (Cambridge Concise Histories)
Richard Clogg

Now re-issued in a third, updated edition, this book provides a concise,
illustrated introduction to the modern history of Greece, from the first
stirrings of the national movement in the late eighteenth century to the
present day. The current economic crisis has marked a turning point in the
country’s history. This third edition includes a new final chapter, which
analyses contemporary political, economic and social developments. It
includes additional illustrations together with updated tables and
suggestions for further reading. Designed to provide a basic introduction,



the first edition of this hugely successful Concise History won the
Runciman Award for the best book on an Hellenic topic published in 1992
and has been translated into twelve languages.

04
The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece
Josiah Ober

Lord Byron described Greece as great, fallen, and immortal, a
characterization more apt than he knew. Through most of its long history,
Greece was poor. But in the classical era, Greece was densely populated
and highly urbanized. Many surprisingly healthy Greeks lived in remarkably
big houses and worked for high wages at specialized occupations.
Middle-class spending drove sustained economic growth and classical wealth
produced a stunning cultural efflorescence lasting hundreds of years. Why
did Greece reach such heights in the classical period--and why only then?
And how, after "the Greek miracle" had endured for centuries, did the
Macedonians defeat the Greeks, seemingly bringing an end to their glory?
Drawing on a massive body of newly available data and employing novel
approaches to evidence, Josiah Ober offers a major new history of
classical Greece and an unprecedented account of its rise and fall. Ober
argues that Greece’s rise was no miracle but rather the result of
political breakthroughs and economic development. The extraordinary
emergence of citizen-centered city-states transformed Greece into a
society that defeated the mighty Persian Empire. Yet Philip and Alexander
of Macedon were able to beat the Greeks in the Battle of Chaeronea in 338
BCE, a victory made possible by the Macedonians’ appropriation of Greek
innovations. After Alexander’s death, battle-hardened warlords fought
ruthlessly over the remnants of his empire. But Greek cities remained
populous and wealthy, their economy and culture surviving to be passed on
to the Romans--and to us. A compelling narrative filled with uncanny
modern parallels, this is a book for anyone interested in how great
civilizations are born and die.

05
Modern Greece: What Everyone Needs to Know
Stathis Kalyvas

When Greece’s economic troubles began to threaten the stability of the
European Union in 2010, the nation found itself in the center of a
whirlwind of international finger-pointing. In the years prior, Greece
appeared to be politically secure and economically healthy. Upon its
emergence in the center of the European economic maelstrom, however,
observers and critics cited a century of economic hurdles, dictatorships,
revolutions, and more reasons as to why their current crisis was
understandable, if not predictable. The ancient birthplace of democracy
and countless artistic, literary, philosophical, and scientific
developments had struggled to catch-up to its economically-thriving
neighbors in Western Europe for years and quickly became the most
seriously economically-troubled European country following a fiscal
nosedive beginning in 2008. When the deficit and unemployment skyrocketed,



the resulting austerity measures triggered widespread social unrest. The
entire world turned its focus toward the troubled nation, waiting for the
possibility of a Greek exit from the European Monetary Union and its
potential to unravel the entire Union, with other weaker members heading
for the exit as well. The effects of Greece’s crisis are also tied up in
the global arguments about austerity, with many viewing it as necessary
medicine, and still others seeing austerity as an intellectually bankrupt
approach to fiscal policy that only further damages weak economies. In
Modern Greece: What Everyone Needs to Knowfi, Stathis Kalyvas, an eminent
scholar of conflict, Europe, and Greece combines the most up-to-date
economic and political-science findings on the current Greek crisis with a
discussion of Greece’s history. Tracing the nation’s development from the
early nineteenth century to the present, the informative question-and
answer format covers key episodes including the independence movement of
the early nineteenth century, the massive ethnic cleansing in Turkey and
Greece following World War I, the German occupation in World War II, the
following brutal civil war, the conflict with Turkey over Cyprus, the
military coup of 1967, democracy at long last, and the country’s entry
into the European Union. Written by one of the most brilliant political
scientists in the academy, Modern Greece is the go-to resource for
understanding both the current crisis and the historical events that
brought the country to where it is today.

06
Greece: A Short History of a Long Story, 7,000 BCE to the
Present
Carol G. Thomas

Greece: A Short History of a Long Story presents a comprehensive overview
of the history of Greece by exploring the continuity of Greek culture from
its Neolithic origins to the modern era. ~ Tells the story of Greece
through individual personalities that inhabited various periods in the
lengthy sweep of Greek history ~ Uses an approach based on recent research
that includes DNA analysis and analyses of archaeological materials ~
Explores ways in which the nature of Greek culture was continually
reshaped over time ~ Features illustrations that portray the people of
different eras in Greek history along with maps that demonstrate the
physical sphere of Greece and major events in each of the periods

07
The Full Catastrophe: Travels Among the New Greek Ruins
James Angelos

A transporting, good-humored, and revealing account of Greece�s dire
troubles, reported from the mountain villages, idyllic islands, and
hardscrabble streets that define the country today In recent years, small
Greece, often associated with ancient philosophers and marble ruins,
whitewashed villages and cerulean seas, has been at the center of a debt
crisis that has sown economic and social ruin, spurred panic in
international markets, and tested Europe�s decades-old project of
forging a closer union. In The Full Catastrophe, James Angelos makes sense



of contrasting images of Greece, a nation both romanticized for its
classical past and castigated for its dysfunctional present. With vivid
character-driven narratives and engaging reporting that offers an
immersive sense of place, he brings to life some of the causes of the
country�s financial collapse, and examines the changes, some hopeful and
others deeply worrisome, emerging in its aftermath. A small rebellion
against tax authorities breaks out on a normally serene Aegean island. A
mayor from a bucolic, northern Greek village is gunned down by the
municipal treasurer. An aging, leftist hero of the Second World War fights
to win compensation from Germany for the wartime occupation. A once
marginal group of neo-Nazis rises to political prominence out of a
ramshackle Athens neighborhood. The Full Catastrophe goes beyond the
transient coverage in the daily headlines to deliver an enduring and
absorbing portrait of modern Greece.
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