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Reading List
A History of South Australia
by Paul Sendziuk, Robert Foster
A History of South Australia investigates South Australia's history from before the arrival of the first
European maritime explorers to the present day, and examines its distinctive origins as a 'free'
settlement. In this compelling and nuanced history, Paul Sendziuk and Robert Foster consider the
imprint of people on the land - and vice versa - and offer fresh insights into relations between
Indigenous people and the European colonisers. They chart South Australia's economic, political
and social development, including the advance and retreat of an interventionist government, the
establishment of the state's distinctive socio-political formations, and its relationship to the rest of
Australia and the world. The first comprehensive, single-volume history of the state to be published
in over fifty years, A History of South Australia is an essential and engaging contribution to our
understanding of South Australia's past.

Cry Me A River: The Tragedy of the Murray-Darling Basin
by Margaret Simons
The Murray-Darling Basin is the food bowl of Australia, and it's in trouble. What does this mean for
the future - for water and crops, and for the people and towns that depend on it?
In Cry Me a River, acclaimed journalist Margaret Simons takes a trip through the Basin, all the way
from Queensland to South Australia. She shows that its plight is environmental but also economic,
and enmeshed in ideology and identity.
Her essay is both a portrait of the Murray-Darling Basin and an explanation of its woes. It looks at
rural Australia and the failure of politics over decades to meet the needs of communities forced to
bear the heaviest burden of change. Whether it is fish kills or state rivalries, drought or climate
change, in the Basin our ability to plan for the future is being put to the test.
"The story of the Murray-Darling Basin ... is a story of our nation, the things that join and divide us. It
asks whether our current systems - our society and its communities - can possibly meet the needs of
the nation and the certainty of change. Is the Plan an honest compact, and is it fair? Can it work?
Are our politics up to the task?"
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World Heritage Sites of Australia
by Peter Valentine
Peter Valentine presents Australia’s 19 World Heritage sites in a magnificent tribute to natural and
cultural history. The outstanding qualities of each site are described and illustrated in exquisite
detail, along with an account of how the site came to be on the World Heritage List. In many cases,
the path towards listing was not straightforward, with the Australian Government having to exercise
its constitutional powers against other parties with vested interests in using sites for other purposes,
including forestry and mining.
Rainforests that show the connections of the ancient super continent Gondwana. Rock art that
points to a history of human settlement reaching over 60,000 years into the past.Sandstone
remnants of eighty years of convict labour and imprisonment. A marvel of twentieth-century
architecture. This is Australia’s world heritage.
In a thoughtful foreword, former minister for the environment, heritage and the arts and Midnight Oil
lead singer Peter Garrett describes his own experience of these wonders and concern for their
continued existence.
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