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Single Room
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Twin Room
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Prices valid until
30th December 2022

22 days

Duration

Ecuador, Peru

Destination

Level 2 - Moderate

Activity

Ecuador and Peru
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Group Tour

This 22-day Ecuador and Peru tour highlights the most prominent
ancient ruins and archaeological finds across Ecuador and Peru and
showcases the vast culture and impact of pre- and post-Inca civilisation.

o Sacred Valley

Throughout our 22 days together, we will explore the archaeological
treasures that present a window to the past and hear about the legacies
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of ancient civilisations in the area. Beginning in Ecuador and ending in
Peru, there will be much to explore as we make our way along the Inca
Trail.

The Inca civilisation flourished in South America in the 15th to 16th
centuries. After establishing its capital in Cusco (often spelt Cuzco) in
what is now Peru in the 12th century, the Inca began their conquests in
the 15th century and eventually ruled an empire across western South
America. Their territories covered an expanse covering the Pacific
coast and Andean highlands, from Quito, capital of modern Ecuador, to
central Chile. The Inca established an advanced civilisation, with
complex government and religious institutions, a vast road network, and
incredible architecture. They ruled over 12 million people until the
Spanish conquest in the 16th century.

The Inca left no written records. What we know of them we know from
preserved oral tradition, the written records of the colonising Spanish,
and the archaeological ruins of their once great empire.

Ecuador and Peru Small Group Tour
Itinerary

Our guided tour starts in Quito, Ecuador where we will marvel at four of
Ecuador’s most significant archaeological sites: Rumiucho, Tulipe,
Cochasqui, and Quitoloma. As we make our way South, we make
excursions to explore ancient ruins, including the largest in Ecuador,
Ingapirca near Cuenca. Before leaving the country, city tours of
Cuenca, Guayaquil and Puerto Lopez will introduce us to Spain’s
colonial influence as it conquered the Incan Empire in the 1500s and
established a new society.

From there, our escorted tours fly to Lima where we will take in the city
sights before we visit Pachacamac with a local guide. We will fly to
Cusco for a local tour of the historical centre which includes a walking
tour of Cusco Cathedral, Coricancha and four additional ruin sites. We
also board the Vistadome Train for the 90 minute panoramic trip to
Aguas Calientes. We make our way toward the Sacred Valley, which
with Cusco and the ancient city of Machu Picchu formed the centre of
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the Inca Empire. We will experience the magic of Machu Picchu first-
hand, immersing ourselves in Inca culture, the local flora and fauna,
scenery, and history. We have many more destinations to visit along
the way until we finish this unforgettable journey with the Lord of
Sican’s tomb in Chiclayo and Kuélap, home to the mysterious ‘warriors
of the cloud forest'.

Our adventure will bring us to several UNESCO-listed World Heritage
Sites across Ecuador and Peru, including Ingapirca, Machu Picchu, and
Kuélap. We will see amazing vistas of the Ecuadorian highlands at
Cajas National Park, as well as panoramic views of the Peruvian Andes
and Pacific beaches. We will learn extensively about Ecuadorian and
Peruvian culture and sample the local cuisine at our meals. You might
want to start reading about Ecuador and Peru with our country profiles.

For more details of our small group tours, click the ‘Top 5’ or ‘Itinerary’
buttons above! If you're keen to experience this tour, please call or
send an email. Or, to book, simply fill in the form on the right hand side
of this page.

For more information on Odyssey Traveller and our educational small
group tours, visit and explore our website, these pages in particular:

e Terms and conditions applicable for booking an Odyssey
Traveller tour

e FAQ's about Odyssey Traveller

Tour Notes

Luggage allowance restrictions may apply on domestic flights inside
South America.

Tour Notes

* | uggage allowance restrictions may apply on domestic flights
inside South America
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Highlights
1. Visit UNESCO World Heritage listed Machu Picchu in Peru
2. Visit UNESCO World Heritage listed city of Cuzco in Peru
3. Visit Ingapirca, Ecuador's most preserved archaeological site

4. Travel to visit Kuelap, once home to the mysterious "warriors of
the cloud forest" from Peru

5. Explore Cochasqui Archaeological Park in Ecuador

Itinerary

Day 1

Locations: Quito
Overview:

Upon arrival to Quito, we will each make our way to the hotel
individually. In the evening, we will gather for a welcome briefing and
dinner.

Accommodation:

3 nights at Patio Andaluz Hotel or similar.

Day 2

Locations: Quito
Overview:

We will travel 30 km north of Quito to Pucara de Rumicucho. It is at the
ruins of this Incan fortress, built between 1480 and 1500 by Tupac
Yupanqui, that our understanding of the Inca military might begins.
Their expansion from now-Peru demanded the widespread construction
of stone fortresses such as this one. Situated at a high elevation and
with views to the surrounding three mountains, any number of invasions
could have been spotted and thwarted from this vantage. From here,
we will travel to the Tulipe museum. While Inca culture tends to
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dominate public perception of Ecuador’s native culture, the Yumbo
people resided in this area long before the Incas did. It is at the Tulipe
museum and archaeological site that we can see evidence of the
Yumbo culture and their construction of pools to collect natural spring
water. Some Inca ruins have been found slightly up hill from the site of
the pools, suggesting the importance of the water source to be
conquered.

Accommodation:

Patio Andaluz Hotel or similar.

Day 3

Locations: Quito
Overview:

Today will be spent exploring the ruins of Cochasqui and Quitoloma.
Spanning 84 hectares and with its 280 degree views, Cochasqui marks
one of Ecuador’'s most expansive archaeological sites as there are a
total of 15 flat-topped pyramids and 21 funerary mounds made from
volcanic rock. We will be sure to peer into the largest pyramid’s gap
created using water on the fragile volcanic building material by looters
in search of treasure. Not to be overlooked, Quitoloma is also
considered one of the biggest military fortresses in the area. As part of
a chain of high-vantage military command posts, called Pambamarca,
Quitoloma was constructed to mimic the topography of the land by
modifying the large hill on which it is perched to create interior terraces
of different levels.

Accommodation:

Patio Andaluz Hotel or similar.

Day 4
Locations: Quito to Riobamba

Overview:

While on route to Riobamba, we will stop off at Pucara del Salitre in
Cotopaxi. Regarded as a military stronghold due to the steep inclining
hills surrounding it, Pucara del Salitre was used by the Incans to
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