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Reading List

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
by Annie Barrows and Mary Ann Shaffer

January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet
Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Who could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a
man she’s never met, a native of the island of Guernsey, who has come across her name written
inside a book by Charles Lamb….

As Juliet and her new correspondent exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the world of this man and
his friends—and what a wonderfully eccentric world it is. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie
Society—born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its members were discovered breaking curfew by
the Germans occupying their island—boasts a charming, funny, deeply human cast of characters,
from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all.

Juliet begins a remarkable correspondence with the society’s members, learning about their island,
their taste in books, and the impact the recent German occupation has had on their lives. Captivated
by their stories, she sets sail for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever.

Written with warmth and humor as a series of letters, this novel is a celebration of the written word in
all its guises, and of finding connection in the most surprising ways.

The Model Occupation: The Channel Islands Under German Rule, 1940-1945
by Madeleine Bunting

What would have happened if the Nazis had invaded Britain? How would the British people have
responded – with resistance or collaboration? In Madeleine Bunting’s pioneering study, we begin to
find the answers to this age-old question.

Though rarely remembered today, the Nazis occupied the British Channel Islands for much of the
Second World War. In piecing together the fragments left behind – from the love affairs between
island women and German soldiers, the betrayals and black marketeering, to the individual acts of
resistance – Madeleine Bunting has brought this uncomfortable episode of British history into full
view with spellbinding clarity.
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Menagerie Manor
by Gerald Durell

This is the hugely entertaining account of how the much-loved conservationist and author Gerald
Durrell fulfilled his lifelong ambition by founding his own private sanctuary for endangered species in
Jersey with the help of an enduring wife, a selfless staff and a reluctant bank manager. With a
foreword by Lee Durrell, Honorary Director of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, this book about
the trials and wonders of living in the middle of a zoo is a classic that will continue to bring pleasure
to those who grew up reading Durrell, and deserves a whole new readership.

The Other British Isles: A History of Shetland, Orkney, the Hebrides, Isle of Man, Anglesey,
Scilly, Isle of Wight and the Channel Islands
by David W . Moore

heir names bespeak a rich past. From the Norse Hjaltland comes the modern Shetland: islands
nominally Scottish, steeped in Nordic culture, closer to the Arctic Circle than to London. Important
Neolithic sites are at Skara Brae and Maes Howe in the Orkneys. Holy Iona, island center of Celtic
Christianity, the Isle of Man, former seat of rule over the Irish Sea, and Anglesey and Islay, homes of
medieval courts at Aberffraw and Loch Finlaggan, are just a few of the more than 6,000 islands that
form the archipelago known as the British Isles. The offshore isles are home to half a million people.
Focusing on the eight islands or chains that have long supported substantial populations, this history
tells the stories of Shetland, Orkney, the Hebrides, Anglesey, the Channel Islands, the Scilly Isles,
and the Isles of Man and Wight, from their Neolithic settlement, to Roman, Norse and Norman
occupation, to the struggle to maintain their uniqueness in today’s world.

Secret Guernsey
by Amanda Bennett

Guernsey is small - only 25 square miles - but it holds a depth of history and intrigue far greater than
its size. Early prehistoric beginnings allied to a Norman French heritage and a long period of loyalty
to the English Crown have produced a unique culture - a melting pot of religious, political and
economic activity. The islanders' stories can be found everywhere - from the sea-swept coast and
rural country lanes, to the bustle of St Peter Port, in buildings, churches and charming quaint, granite
houses. Take a journey through this familiar landscape to find what lies beneath - stories of the
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unusual, the intriguing or the plain odd. From serial duellists to romantic poets; confusing road names
to land reclamation; mysterious stones to pagan offerings, Secret Guernsey is filled with unexpected
tales of island life and history, and invites you to explore the island for yourself and uncover more
unfound treasures through stunning colour photographs.

Balleine's History of Jersey
by Marguerite Syvret and Joan Stevens

Jersey has a remarkable history, especially during the many centuries since it became an exposed,
surviving outpost of Duke William's Duchy, within sight of France yet attached to the English Crown.
More than most mainland people, its inhabitants are fiercely conscious of their special identity and
history; while more than most islanders they are aware of the uniqueness of their heritage, produced
by the interaction of two cultures and two rich sources of tradition. It is not surprising that when the
first great History of the Island of Jersey appeared in 1959 it enjoyed such immediate popularity that
it soon ran out of print. The result of long years of careful and scholarly research by G.R. Balleine, it
was instantly accepted as the definitive history of the island. Books are often described as a
"classic," but few justify the accolade as thoroughly as this great work, which enjoys an unrivalled
pre-eminence in Jersey literature. This new edition will maintain its position as the book on Jersey
well into the next millennium. It will be welcomed by Jersey people everywhere.

Living With The Enemy: An Outline Of The German Occupation Of The Channel Islands With
First Hand Accounts By People Who Remember The Years 1940 To 1945
by Roy McLoughlin

During the Second World War the Channel Islands were the only part of Britain to be occupied by
German forces. 'Living With the Enemy' tells the story of life on the Islands under Nazi rule, with eye-
witness accounts from both islanders and German soldiers, the book gives an accurate insight into
this ill-assorted community at war.
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