Follow in the Footsteps of Caravaggio

Recommended reading for your journey
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Caravaggio: A Life Sacred and Profane
Andrew Graham-Dixon

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio lived the darkest and most dangerous
life of any of the great painters. The worlds of Milan, Rome and Naples
through which Caravaggio moved and which Andrew Graham-Dixon describes
brilliantly in this book, are those of cardinals and whores, prayer and
violence. On the streets surrounding the churches and palaces, brawls and
swordfights were regular occurrences. In the course of this desperate life
Caravaggio created the most dramatic paintings of his age, using ordinary
men and women - often prostitutes and the very poor - to model for his
depictions of classic religious scenes. Andrew Graham-Dixon’s
exceptionally illuminating readings of Caravaggio’spictures, which are the
heart of the book, show very clearly how he created their drama, immediacy
and humanity, and how completely he departed from the conventions of his
time.
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Caravaggio: Complete Works
Sebastian Schultze

A revolution in painting: The mysterious genius who transformed European
art. Carvaggio, or more accurately Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio
(1571 1610), was always a name to be reckoned with. Notorious bad boy of
Italian painting, the artist was at once celebrated and controversial:

Violent in temper, precise in technique, a creative master, and a man on
the run. This work offers a comprehensive reassessment of Caravaggio s
entire oeuvre with a catalogue raisonn@ of his works. Each painting is
reproduced in large format, with recent, high production photography
allowing for dramatic close-ups with Caravaggio’s ingenious details of
looks and gestures. Five introductory chapters analyze Caravaggio’s
artistic career from his early struggle to make a living, through his

first public commissions in Rome, and his growing celebrity status. They
look at his increasing daring with lighting and with a boundary-breaking
realism which allowed even biblical events to unfold with an unprecedented
immediacy before the viewer. An accompanying artist chronology follows
Caravaggio’s equally tumultuous personal life. This is the definitive work
about Caravaggio for generations to come, to be delved into and put on
display, with its slipcase neatly converting into a book stand.
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Simon Schama s Power of Art
Simon Schama

"Great art has dreadful manners..."Simon Schama observes at the start of
his epic exploration of the power, and whole point, of art. “The hushed
reverence of the gallery can fool you into believing masterpieces are

polite things, visions that soothe, charm and beguile, but actually they

are thugs. Merciless and wily, the greatest paintings grab you in a
headlock, rough up your composure and then proceed in short order to
re-arrange your sense of reality..."With the same disarming force, Power

of Art jolts us far from the comfort zone of the hushed art gallery, as
Schama closes in on intense make-or-break turning points in the lives of
eight great artists who, under extreme stress, created something
unprecedented, altering the course of art forever. The embattled

heroes Caravaggio, Bernini, Rembrandt, David, Turner, Van Gogh, Picasso
and Rothko each in his own resolute way faced crisis with steadfast
defiance. The masterpieces they created challenged convention, shattered
complacency, shifted awareness, and changed the way we look at the world.
With powerfully vivid story-telling, Schama explores the dynamic
personalities of the artists and the spirit of the times they lived

through, capturing the flamboyant theater of bourgeois life in Amsterdam,
the passion and paranoia of Revolutionary Paris, and the carnage and
pathos of civil-war Spain. Most compelling of all, Power of Art traces the
extraordinary evolution of eight world-class works of art. Created in a
bolt of illumination, such works "tell us something about how the world

is, how it is to be inside our skins, that no more prosaic source of
wisdom can deliver. And when they do that they answer, irrefutably and
majestically, the nagging question of every reluctant art-conscript...

OK, OK, but what's art really for?™

Caravaggio and the Creation of Modernity
Troy Thomas

Undeniably one of the greatest artists of all time, Michelangelo Merisi da
Caravaggio would develop a radically new kind of psychologically
expressive, realistic art and, in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
would lay the foundations for modern painting. His paintings defied
tradition to such a degree that the meaning of his works have divided
critics and viewers for centuries. In this original study, Troy Thomas
examines Caravaggio s life and art in relationship to the profound
beginnings of modernity, exploring the many conventions that Caravaggio
utterly dismantled with his extraordinary genius. Thomas begins with an
in-depth look at Caravaggio s early life and works and examines how he
refined his realism, developed his obsession with darkness and light, and
began to find the subtle and clever ambiguity of genre and meaning that
would become his trademark. Focusing acutely on the inherent tensions,
contradictions, and ambiguities within Caravaggio s paintings, Thomas
goes on to examine his mature religious works and the ways he created a
powerful but stark and enigmatic expressiveness in his protagonists.
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Lastly, he delves into the artist s final hectic years as a fugitive

killer evading papal police and wandering the cities of southern Italy.
Richly illustrated in color throughout, Caravaggio and the Creation of
Modernity will appeal to all of those fascinated by the history of art and
the remarkable lives of Renaissance masters.

Caravaggio: The Artist and His Work
Sybille Ebert-Schifferer

The young Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio (1571 1610) created a major
stir in late-sixteenth-century Rome with the groundbreaking naturalism and
highly charged emotionalism of his paintings. One might think, given the
vast number of books that have been written about him, that everything
that could possibly be said about the artist has been said. However, the
author of this book argues, it is important to take a fresh look at the

often repeated and widely accepted narratives about the artist s life

and work. Sybille Ebert-Schifferer subjects the available sources to a
critical reevaluation, uncovering evidence that the efforts of

Caravaggio s contemporaries to disparage his character and his artwork
often sprang from their own cultural biases or a desire to promote the
artistic achievements of his rivals. Contrary to repeated claims in the
literature, the painter lacked neither education nor piety, but was an
extremely accomplished technician who developed a successful marketing
strategy. He enjoyed great respect and earned high fees from his
prestigious clients while he also inspired a large circle of imitators.

Even his brushes with the law conformed to the behavioral norms of the
aristocratic Romans he sought to emulate. The beautiful reproductions of
Caravaggio s paintings in this volume make clear why he captivated the
imagination of his contemporaries, a reaction that echoes today in the
ongoing popularity of his work and the fierce debate that it continues to
provoke among art historians.

Caravaggio
John T. Spike

The result of over 20 years of research by a leading authority on
Caravaggio, this work reproduces every known work of the artist. John T.
Spike explores in detail Caravaggio’s scandalous life and provocative
work. Placing Caravaggio within the broad panorama of society and ideas at
the turn of the 17th century, the author sets a detailed stage for an

artist who has been called "the first modern painter." Caravaggio
(1571-1610) reflected in his canvases his own desires and spiritual crises
to an extent no one ever had imagined possible, and he shocked his
contemporaries by portraying the saints and virgins of Christianity with

the faces and bodies of his companions and lovers in Rome’s demimonde.
Accompanying the book is a CD-ROM in which all of Caravaggio’s extant
paintings, as well as lost and rejected works, are described. Each entry
specifies the work’s medium, dimensions, location, and provenance, and
provides an annotated bibliography of sources. Most of the entries
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conclude with a brief technical analysis.

Caravaggio
Catherine Puglisi

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio was one of the most innovative painters
of his time, and one of the most momentous artists of any era. Rescued
from neglect, he has become a cultural icon in the late twentieth century,
not only for his art but also because of his violent and tragic life.

Catherine Puglisi’s highly praised monograph supersedes all previous
studies of the artist by far. Making full use of the latest research and a
series of dramatic recent discoveries, she has produced a concise,
clear-headed and comprehensive work of scholarship that also provides a
moving biography of the artist and an incisive deconstruction of the
genius with which he absorbed and transformed the artistic tradition of

his time. Altogether, Puglisi’'s work-a profound achievement in its own
right-reveals a poignant aspect to Caravaggio’s life and work, which

offers a deeper insight into his function as an artist than has ever been
made possible before. The entirety of Caravaggio’s works are discussed
with expertise and illustrated in colour, while the book also contains an
appendix of documents dating back to the sixteenth century, full notes and
a wide bibliography, a checklist of works and full indexes. This
authoritative and beautifully produced monograph is the standard work on
Caravaggio: it is now accessible to the broadest audience yet in a no less
sophisticated but all the more user-friendly (paperback) presentation.

M: The Man Who Became Caravaggio
Peter Robb

A New York Times Notable Book of the Year - As vividly and unflinchingly
presented herein with "blood and bone and sinew" (Times Literary
Supplement) by Peter Robb, Caravaggio’s wild and tempestuous life was a
provocation to a culture in a state of siege. The end of the sixteenth
century was marked by the Inquisition and Counter-Reformation, a
background of ideological war against which, despite all odds, brilliant
feats of art and science were achieved. No artist captured the dark,

violent spirit of the time better than Caravaggio, variously known as

Marisi, Moriggia, Merigi, and sometimes, simply M. As art critic Robert
Hughes has said, "There was art before him and art after him, and they
were not the same." Reviewer Hilary Spurling wrote for the New York Times,
"Robb’s prime aim in his remarkable "M”-part biography, part costume
drama, part art-history manual-is to recreate the world of an artist

whose few recorded sayings insist that he was not prepared to paint
anything but what he saw.

Caravaggio: Realism, Rebellion, Reception

Genevieve Warwick (ed.)
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This volume considers Caravaggio’s revolutionary “realism" from a range of
perspectives by a plurality of leading scholars. First, it advances our
understanding of Caravaggio’s relationship with the "new" science of
observation championed by Galileo. Second, it examines afresh the
theoretical nature of Caravaggio’s seemingly direct "realism." Third, it
extends the horizons of research on Caravaggio’s complex intellectual and
social milieu between high and low cultures. Fourth, it redefines our
understanding of the relationship between Caravaggio’s life and his art in
historical terms. As some reviewers have indicated, this book does not
contain colour reproductions of Caravaggio’s works. Rather, it is best
suited for the reader seeking to learn more about Caravaggio study from
leading experts.

Caravaggio: The Art of Realism
John Varriano

The dramatic realism of Caravaggio s art has fascinated viewers since
the seventeenth century. Yet no prior monograph presents the thorough
investigation of Caravaggio s realism ventured in John

Varriano s remarkable book. Forgoing the life and works format of
most earlier monographs, Varriano concentrates on uncovering the
principles and practices the intellect and the imagination that guided
Caravaggio s eye and brush as he made some of the most controversial
paintings in the history of art. Caravaggio s irascible personality,
libertine sexual preferences, and lawless, even murderous, behavior have
attracted as much heated commentary as his realism. Varriano sheds
important new light on these disputes by tracing the autobiographical
threads in Caravaggio s paintings and framing these within the context
of contemporary Italian culture. Ultimately, Varriano links Caravaggio s
aggressive persona and innovative methods to changes taking place
throughout seventeenth-century Europe. Caravaggio: The Art of
Realism begins with a highly original investigation of the artist s

studio practices. In subsequent chapters, Varriano discusses
Caravaggio s response to the material culture of his day, his use of
gesture and expression, and his eroticism and violence as well as other
issues central to the painter s legendary realism. Caravaggio: The Art
of Realism will appeal to students and the general reader as well as to
specialists in the field. Varriano has a gift for presenting complex
scholarship in a clear, accessible way. The book contains numerous color
illustrations that will help readers experience Caravaggio s art and
follow the author s informative discussion of such famed paintings

as Love Victorious and David with the Head of Goliath.

Caravaggio: Art, Knighthood and Malta
David M. Stone and? Keith Sciberras

Caravaggio’s sojourn on the island of Malta in 1607-08 is one of the most
fascinating episodes in Baroque art. The painter had committed a murder in
Rome in May 1606 and subsequently fled to Naples, where he soon became
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well-known for his gritty, naturalistic altarpieces. Suddenly, in the

early summer of 1607, he decided to leave his thriving Neapolitan studio
for the newly built city of Valletta, the headquarters of the Knights of

Malta. The chance to obtain a knighthood and redeem himself for his Roman
crime was no doubt foremost in his mind. Written by two leading
authorities in the field, this richly illustrated book tells the story of
Caravaggio’s voyage to Malta, his interactions with the Knights and their
leader, Grand Master Alof de Wignacourt, and the magnificent paintings he
made for them. Among the works he produced on the island are

the Beheading of St John the Baptist - his largest and only signed

picture - and the St Jerome Writing, a canvas of exceptional

pyschological force. The book presents new iconographic, technical, and
stylistic analyses of all of the Maltese pictures as well as two chapters
devoted to discussions of Caravaggio’s importance in the history of art

and the chronological problems in his late works. Based on original
archival research, this study also includes an account of Caravaggio’s
crime in Malta, his imprisonment, and his daring escape to Sicily.

Sicily: A Short History, from the Greeks to Cosa Nostra

John Julius Norwich

Sicily is the key to everything’ Johann Wolfgang von Goethe The author of
the classic book on Venice turns his sights to Sicily in this beautiful

book full of maps and colour photographs. 'l discovered Sicily almost by
mistake . . .We drove as far as Naples, then put the car on the night

ferry to Palermo. There was a degree of excitement in the early hours when
we passed Stromboli, emitting a rich glow every half-minute or so like an
ogre puffing on an immense cigar; and a few hours later, in the early
morning sunshine, we sailed into the Conca d’Oro, the Golden Shell, in
which the city lies. Apart from the beauty of the setting, | remember

being instantly struck by a change in atmosphere. The Strait of Messina is
only a couple of miles across and the island is politically part of Italy;

yet somehow one feels that one has entered a different world . . . This
book is, among other things, an attempt to analyse why this should be.’
The stepping stone between Europe and Africa, the gateway between the East
and the West, at once a stronghold, clearing-house and observation post,
Sicily has been invaded and fought over by Phoenicians and Greeks,
Carthaginians and Romans, Goths and Byzantines, Arabs and Normans,
Germans, Spaniards and the French for thousands of years. It has belonged
to them all - and yet has properly been part of none. John Julius Norwich
was inspired to become a writer by his first visit in 1961 and this book

is the result of a fascination that has lasted over half a century. In

tracing its dark story, he attempts to explain the enigma that lies at the
heart of the Mediterranean’s largest island. This vivid short history

covers everything from erupting volcanoes to the assassination of
Byzantine emperors, from Nelson’s affair with Emma Hamilton to Garibaldi
and the rise of the Mafia. Taking in the key buildings and towns, and
packed with fascinating stories and unforgettable characters, Sicily is

the book he was born to write.
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